
Planning Application 
PJR-001 

09/13/201�

Application Type(s): File # 
 Admin Cert. Compliance   Design Review Admin.  Minor Subdivision   Use Permit 

 Design Review Full  Voluntary Merger   Variance 
 General Plan Amendment  Ordinance Interpretation   Zone Change 

Ag. Rr Timber Preserve/Contract  
Conditional Cert. of Compliance   
Cert. of Modification   Lot Line Adjustment  Second Unit Permit   Other: 

 Coastal Permit   Major Subdivision  Specific/Area Plan Amendment 
 Zoning Permit for:  

By placing my contact information (name, address, phone number, email address, etc.) on this application form 
the and submitting it to Sonoma County PRMD, I understand and authorize PRMD to post this application to 

internet for public information purposes, including my contact information. 

PRINT CLEARLY
APPLICANT 

Name 

Mailing Address 

City State Zip 

Day Ph (      ) Email 

Signature Date 

OWNER (IF OTHER THAN APPLICANT)  
Name 

Mailing Address 

City State Zip 

Day Ph (      )  Email 

Signature Date 

Billing Responsible Party (At-Cost Only) Applicant Owner Other:

OTHER PERSONS TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE 
Name/Title 

Mailing Address 

City State Zip 

Day Ph  (      ) Email  

Name/Title 

Mailing Address 

City State Zip 

Day Ph  (      ) Email 

PROJECT INFORMATION 
Address(es) City 

Assessor’s Parcel Number(s) 

Project Description 

Acreage Number of new lots proposed 

Site Served by Public Water?  Yes   No Site Served by Public Sewer"    Yes   No 

TO BE COMPLETED BY PRMD STAFF 
Planning Area Supervisorial District 

Current Zoning  
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13'(6 :LOOLDPVRQ�$FW

*URXQGZDWHU� 1����

$YDLODELOLW\ 3����

6XEMHFW�WR� (;
&(4$ <(6General Plan Land Use 3DUFHO�Specific�3ROLF\ 

6SHFLILF�$UHD�3ODQ  

Application resolve planning violation?    Yes   No Violation?  Yes    No File No. 

Penalty application?   Yes  No Previous Files 

Application accepted by Date 

Approved by Date 

Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department 
2550 Ventura Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA, 95403-2829, (707) 565-1900 

Project Description 

City 

None707 772-6496

Pre-existing outdoor cannabis cultivation site with up to 43,560 square feet of flowering canopy, as 
well as harvest storage area, and any necessary compost or propagation area, within in a premises no 
larger than 73,500 square feet. Two 20’ freezer containers with electrical and engineered footings.

1400 Freestone Valley Ford Rd. Unincorporated (Valley Ford)
026-080-008

94972

707  299-8743

CA

volkerro@gmail.com

Volker Rosenfelder

P.O. Box 315

Valley Ford95401CA

707 772-6496 alexbohn707@gmail.com

Santa Rosa

131-A Stony Circle #500

Star Trail Naturals California
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Indemnification Agreement
PJR-011 

"As part of this application, applicant agrees to defend, indemnify, release and hold harmless the 
County, its agents, officers, attorneys, employees, boards and commissions from any claim, action 
or proceeding brought against any of the foregoing individuals or entities, the purpose of which is 
to attack, set aside, void or annul the approval of this application or the adoption of the 
environmental document which accompanies it. This indemnification shall include, but not be 
limited to, damages, costs, expenses, attorney fees or expert witness fees that may be asserted 
by any person or entity, including the applicant, arising out of or in conjunction with the approval 
of this application, whether or not there is concurrent passive or active negligence on the part of 
the County. If, for any reason any portion of this indemnification agreement is held to be void or 
unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the agreement shall remain 
in full force and effect." 

Applicant Name Applicant Signature 

Owner Name Owner Signature 

Date File No. 

NOTE: The purpose of the Indemnification Agreement is to allow the County to be held harmless 
in terms of potential legal costs and liabilities in conjunction with permit processing and 
approval. 

Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department 
2550 Ventura Avenue �   Santa Rosa, CA �   95403-2829 �   (707) 565-1900 �   Fax (707) 565-1103 

sennis S:\Handouts\PJR\PJR-011 Indemnification Agreement.WPD rev: 9/29/06 

Alexander Bohn on behalf of Star Trail Naturals California

Volker Rosenfelder
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BA20230710173

Entity Details

Corporation Name STAR TRAIL NATURALS CALIFORNIA

Entity No. 4138497

Formed In CALIFORNIA

Street Address of Principal Office of Corporation

Principal Address 131-A STONY CIRCLE
SUITE 500
SANTA ROSA, CA 95401

Mailing Address of Corporation

Mailing Address 131-A STONY CIRCLE
SUITE 500
SANTA ROSA, CA 95401

Attention

Street Address of California Office of Corporation

Street Address of California Office 131-A STONY CIRCLE
SUITE 500
SANTA ROSA, CA 95401

Officers

Officer Name Officer Address Position(s)

ALEXANDER S BOHN 131-A STONY CIRCLE
SUITE 500
SANTA ROSA, CA 95401

Chief Executive Officer, Secretary, Chief Financial Officer

Additional Officers

Officer Name Officer Address Position Stated Position

None Entered

Directors

The number of vacancies on Board of Directors is: 0

Director Name Director Address

ALEXANDER BOHN 131-A STONY CIRCLE
SUITE 500
SANTA ROSA, CA 95401

Agent for Service of Process

California Registered Corporate Agent (1505) LEGALZOOM.COM, INC.
Registered Corporate 1505 Agent

Type of Business

Type of Business ALL LEGAL BUSINESS ALLOWED CA

Email Notifications

Opt-in Email Notifications Yes, I opt-in to receive entity notifications via email.

Labor Judgment

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Office of the Secretary of State
STATEMENT OF INFORMATION
CORPORATION
California Secretary of State
1500 11th Street
Sacramento, California 95814
(916) 653-3516
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For Office Use Only

-FILED-
File No.: BA20230710173

Date Filed: 4/30/2023



No Officer or Director of this Corporation has an outstanding final judgment issued by the Division of Labor 
Standards Enforcement or a court of law, for which no appeal therefrom is pending, for the violation of any wage 
order or provision of the Labor Code.

Electronic Signature

By signing, I affirm that the information herein is true and correct and that I am authorized by California law to sign.

Alexander Bohn
Signature

04/30/2023
Date
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BYLAWS 
OF 

Star Trail Naturals California, INC. 

ARTICLE I- 
OFFICES 

Section 1.01 PRINCIPAL EXECUTIVE OFFICE AND PRINCIPAL BUSINESS 
OFFICE. The principal business office of the Corporation shall be located at: 

 
131-A STONY CIRCLE, SUITE 500 

SANTA ROSA CA 95401 

 
The board may also choose other locations at such place within or without the State of California 
as shall be fixed from time to time by the board of directors, and if no place is fixed by the board 
of directors, such place as shall be fixed by the President or CEO. 

ARTICLE II- 
SHAREHOLDERS 

Section 2.01 PLACE OF MEETING. Meetings of the shareholders shall be held at any 
place within or without the State of California designated by the board of directors. Absent such 
designation, meetings shall be held at the principal business office. The board of directors may, in 
its discretion and subject to any guidelines and procedures it may adopt, authorize shareholders 
not physically present, in person or proxy, at a meeting of shareholders, whether held at a 
designated place or held solely by electronic transmission by and to the Corporation or by 
electronic video screen communication, to participate in and vote at the meeting by electronic 
transmission by and to the Corporation or by electronic video screen communication and such 
shareholders shall be considered present in person or by proxy. 

Section 2.02 ANNUAL MEETING. An annual meeting of shareholders shall be held in 
the Month of November in each year such date and at such time as may be designated from time 
to time by the board of directors for the purpose of electing directors and transacting any other 
business that is within the power of the shareholders and allowed by law. 

Section 2.03 SPECIAL SHAREHOLDERS' MEETINGS. Special meetings of the 
shareholders may be called by the board of directors, the chair of the board, the president, or by 
shareholders entitled to cast not less than 10% of the votes at the meeting. Any person entitled to 
call a special meeting of shareholders (other than the board of directors) shall make a written 
request to the chair of the board, or president, or secretary, specifying the general purpose of such 
meeting and the date, time, and place of the meeting, which date shall be not less than 35 days and 
not more than 60 days after the receipt by such officer of the request. Within 20 days after receipt 
of the request, the officer receiving such request shall cause notice to be given to the shareholders 
entitled to vote at such meeting, stating that a meeting will be held on the date and at the time and 
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Bylaws of Star Trail Naturals California, Inc. 

  

place requested by the person(s) requesting the meeting and stating the general purpose of the 
meeting. If such notice is not given within 20 days after receipt of the request, the person(s) 
requesting the meeting may give such notice. No business shall be transacted at a special meeting 
unless its general nature shall have been specified in the notice of such meeting. 

Section 2.04 NOTICE OF SHAREHOLDERS' MEETING. Written notice stating the 
place, day, and hour of the meeting, shall be given not less than 10 days (or, if sent by third class 
mail, 30 days) and not more than 60 days before the meeting. In the case of an annual meeting, the 
notice shall state the matters the board of directors intends, at the time the notice is given, to present 
to the shareholders for action; provided, however, that unless the notice of the meeting, or the 
waiver of notice of such meeting, sets forth the general nature of any proposal to (a) approve or 
ratify a transaction in which a director has a material financial interest under Section 310 of the 
California Corporations Code, (b) amend the articles of incorporation of this Corporation (the 
"Articles of Incorporation") under Section 902 of the California Corporations Code, (c) approve 
a conversion or reorganization or elect to wind up and dissolve under Sections 1152, 1201, or 1900 
of the California Corporations Code, or (d) effect a plan of distribution upon liquidation 
inconsistent with the liquidation rights of the preferred shares under Section 2007 of the California 
Corporations Code, no such proposal may be approved at an annual meeting other than by 
unanimous approval by those entitled to vote. In the case of a special meeting, the notice shall state 
the general nature of the business to be transacted. If directors are to be elected at a meeting, the 
notice shall include the names of the intended nominees at the time the notice is given. If remote 
participation in a meeting is authorized by the board of directors, the notice shall state the means 
of electronic transmission by and to the Corporation or electronic video screen communication by 
which shareholders may participate. 

Proof of notice by mail or electronic transmission may be made by affidavit of the secretary 
or assistant secretary or the Corporation's transfer agent, and, if made, shall be filed as part of the 
minutes of the meeting. 

Notice shall be given by personal delivery, by electronic transmission (email) unless such 
electronic delivery is rejected by Shareholder in writing, or by mail, by or at the direction of the 
secretary or the officer or person calling the meeting, to each shareholder entitled to vote at the 
meeting. If a shareholder has not provided an address, notice may be given as provided by Section 
601 of the California Corporations Code. 

Notice by mail shall be deemed to have been given when deposited in the United States 
mail addressed to the shareholder at the shareholder's address as it appears on the share transfer 
records of the Corporation, with postage thereon prepaid. Notice by electronic transmission shall 
be deemed to have been given when: 

(a) Transmitted to an electronic email address provided by the shareholder for 
the purpose of receiving notice. 
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Bylaws of Star Trail Naturals California, Inc. 

  

Notice shall not be given by electronic transmission to a shareholder after either (i) the 
Corporation is unable to deliver two consecutive notices to such shareholder by such means or (ii) 
the inability to deliver such notices to such shareholder becomes known to any person responsible 
for giving such notices. 

A shareholder may waive notice of a meeting by providing the secretary, in writing, either 
before or after the time of the meeting, waiver of notice, consent to holding the meeting, or 
approval of the minutes of the meeting. The attendance of a shareholder at a meeting constitutes 
waiver of notice, unless the shareholder objects, at the beginning of the meeting, to the transaction 
of any business at the meeting because the meeting was not lawfully called or objects, at the 
meeting, to the consideration of any business that was required to be, but was not, included in the 
notice of the meeting. 

Section 2.05 VOTING LISTS. The Corporation shall maintain a list of shareholders 
entitled to vote at any shareholder meeting (or any adjournment thereof). The list shall include 
shareholder names along with the address of, and the number and class of shares held by, each 
shareholder. The list shall be produced and kept open at the time and place of any shareholder 
meeting and shall be subject to the inspection of any shareholder, if so requested, during the whole 
time of the meeting. 

Section 2.06 FIXING THE RECORD DATE. For the purpose of determining the 
shareholders entitled to notice of and to vote at any meeting of the shareholders, to give written 
consent to any action taken without a meeting, to receive payment of any dividend or other 
distribution or allotment of rights, or to exercise any other rights, the board of directors may fix a 
date as the record date for any such determination. 

A record date fixed under this Section may not be more than 60 days or less than 10 days 
before the meeting or more than 60 days before any other action. If any meeting of the shareholders 
is adjourned for more than 45 days from the date set for the original meeting, the board shall fix a 
new record date for determining the shareholders entitled to notice of and to vote at such adjourned 
meeting. 

If no record date has been fixed, then (a) the record date for determining shareholders 
entitled to notice of and to vote at a shareholders' meeting shall be the business day before the day 
on which notice is given, or, if notice is properly waived, the business day before the day on which 
the meeting is held, (b) the record date for determining shareholders entitled to give written consent 
to action taken without a meeting, where no prior board action was taken, shall be the day on which 
the first written consent is given, and (c) the record date for determining shareholders for any other 
purpose shall be the later of (i) the day on which the board of directors adopts the resolution relating 
thereto or (ii) the 60th day prior to the date of the action. 

Section 2.07 QUORUM OF AND ACTION BY SHAREHOLDERS. The presence in 
person or by proxy of the holders of a majority of the shares entitled to vote constitutes a quorum 
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Bylaws of Star Trail Naturals California, Inc. 

  

for a meeting of the shareholders. Except as otherwise provided by the California Corporations 
Code or the Articles of Incorporation: 

(a) The affirmative vote of a majority of the shares represented at a meeting at 
which a quorum is present shall be the act of the shareholders. 

(b) The shareholders present at a duly called or held meeting at which a quorum 
is present may continue to transact business until adjournment notwithstanding the 
withdrawal of any number of shareholders that leaves less than a quorum, if any action 
taken, other than adjournment, is approved by at least a majority of the shares required to 
constitute a quorum. 

If a quorum is not present, the meeting may be adjourned by the vote of a majority of the 
shares present in person or by proxy. 

Section 2.08 ADJOURNED MEETINGS AND NOTICE THEREOF. Any 
shareholders' meeting may be adjourned from time to time by a vote of the majority of the shares 
present, in person or proxy. If the meeting is adjourned for more than 45 days, or if the board of 
directors fixes a new record date for the adjourned meeting, notice of the adjourned meeting shall 
be given to each shareholder of record, as of the new record date, entitled to notice of the adjourned 
meeting. If the meeting is adjourned for not more than 45 days, and the board of directors does not 
fix a new record date for the adjourned meeting, notice need not be given of the adjourned meeting 
if the time and place (or the means of electronic transmission or electronic video screen 
communication, if any, by which shareholders may participate) of the meeting are announced at 
the meeting at which the adjournment is taken, and any business may be transacted at the adjourned 
meeting that might have been transacted at the original meeting. 

Section 2.09 CONDUCT OF MEETINGS. The board of directors may adopt by 
resolution such rules and regulations for the conduct of meetings of the shareholders as it shall 
deem appropriate. The secretary or, in his or her absence or inability to act, the person whom the 
presiding officer of the meeting shall appoint secretary of the meeting, shall act as secretary of the 
meeting and keep the minutes thereof. 

Section 2.10 INSPECTORS OF ELECTION. Before any meeting of shareholders, the 
board of directors may appoint any persons other than nominees for office to act as inspectors of 
election at the meeting or its adjournment. If no inspectors of election are appointed, or if any 
person appointed fails to appear or refuses to act, the chair of the meeting may, and on the request 
of any shareholder or his or her proxy shall, appoint inspectors of election at the meeting. One or 
three inspectors may be appointed; provided that, if inspectors are appointed at a meeting on the 
request of one or more shareholders or proxies, the holders of a majority of shares present in person 
or proxy shall determine whether one or three inspectors are to be appointed. 

The inspectors of election, if so appointed, shall: 
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Bylaws of Star Trail Naturals California, Inc. 

  

(a) Determine the number of shares outstanding and the voting power of each, 
the shares represented at the meeting, the existence of a quorum, and the authenticity, 
validity, and effect of proxies. 

(b) Receive votes, ballots, or consents. 

(c) Hear and determine any challenges and questions in connection with voting 
rights. 

(d) Count and tabulate all votes or consents. 

(e) Determine when the voting polls shall close. 

(f) Determine the result. 

(g) Do any other acts that may be proper to conduct the election or vote with 
fairness to all shareholders. 

Section 2.11 VOTING OF SHARES. Each outstanding common stock share, shall be 
entitled to one vote on each matter submitted to a vote of the shareholders, except as otherwise 
provided herein and to the extent that the Articles of Incorporation provide for more or less than 
one vote per share or limit or deny voting rights to the holders of the shares of any class or series. 

All issued and outstanding preferred shares of stock shall not have any voting rights, unless 
provided for and authorized by the Corporation’s Board of Directors pursuant to the Articles of 
Incorporation or these Bylaws. 

A shareholder entitled to vote on any matter may vote part of such shares in favor of the 
proposal and refrain from voting the remaining shares or, other than in elections of directors, vote 
the remaining shares against the proposal. If a shareholder fails to specify the number of shares 
the shareholder is voting affirmatively, the shareholder will be deemed to have affirmatively voted 
all shares the shareholder is entitled to vote. 

In any election of directors, each shareholder entitled to vote shall, subject to the 
satisfaction of all statutory conditions precedent to the exercise of such rights, have the right to 
cumulate the number of votes equal to the number of directors to be elected multiplied by the 
number of votes to which such shareholder's shares are entitled, and distribute those votes among 
one or more candidates. This right may be exercised by giving written notice of intent to cumulate 
those votes to any officer of the Corporation before the meeting or to the presiding officer at the 
meeting at any time before the election of directors. 

The directors receiving the highest number of votes of the shares entitled to vote in the 
election, up to the number of director positions to be filled, shall be elected. 
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Section 2.12 CONSENT OF ABSENTEES. The transactions of any meeting of 
shareholders, however called or noticed, are as valid as though had at a meeting duly held after 
regular call and notice, if a quorum is present either in person or by proxy, and if, either before or 
after the meeting, each of the persons entitled to vote, not present in person or by proxy, signs a 
written waiver of notice, or a consent to the holding of such meeting, or an approval of the minutes 
thereof. The waiver, notice, or consent need not specify the business transacted or purpose of the 
meeting, except as required by Section 601 of the California Corporations Code. All such waivers, 
consents, or approvals shall be filed with the corporate records or made a part of the minutes of 
the meeting. 

Section 2.13 VOTING BY PROXY OR NOMINEE. A shareholder may vote either in 
person or by written proxy executed by the shareholder or the shareholder's attorney in fact and 
filed with the secretary of the Corporation. A proxy is not valid after the expiration of 11 months 
from the date of its execution, unless otherwise provided in the proxy. A proxy continues in full 
force and effect until revoked, either by a written revocation delivered to the Corporation, by a 
subsequent proxy presented to the meeting, or by attending a meeting of the shareholders and 
voting the shares in person. A proxy is revocable unless the proxy states that it is irrevocable and 
the proxy is coupled with an interest. A proxy is not revoked by the death or incapacity of the 
shareholder appointing the proxy unless the Corporation receives written notice of such death or 
incapacity before the vote by proxy is counted. 

Section 2.14 SHAREHOLDER QUALIFICATIONS. Shares in the Corporation may 
be issued only to persons who meet the definition in the Articles of “Eligible Shareholder.”  The 
term “Eligible Shareholder” means a person who does not cause the Corporation to be subject to 
denial, non-renewal, or revocation of a license pursuant to California Business and Professions 
Code Section 26057, and such person:  (A) does not have a conviction of an offense that is 
substantially related to the qualifications, functions or duties of the business or profession for 
which the application is made, as contemplated by California Business and Professions Code 
Section 26057(b)(4); (B) has not been subject to fines, penalties, or otherwise been sanctioned, as 
contemplated by California Business and Professions Code Section 26057(b)(6); and (C) has not 
been sanctioned by a licensing authority or a city and/or county, as contemplated by California 
Business and Professions Code Section 26057(b)(7).   

The Corporation (and applicable regulatory authorities) shall be entitled to request at any 
time or from time-to-time that a Shareholder provide the Corporation or the applicable regulatory 
authorities with certain factual information alongside evidence supporting such information, and 
a certification or statement as to the accuracy and completeness of such information, relating to 
the Shareholder (including, for the sake of clarity, its own shareholders and owners, if any), which 
the Board or applicable regulatory authorities deems reasonably necessary to determine whether, 
pursuant to applicable laws, rules, regulations and enforcement policies effective at such time or 
reasonably expected to become effective within sixty (60) days, the Shareholder is eligible or is 
deemed ineligible, to own an interest in the Corporation pursuant to this Section 2.14 . If a 
Shareholder that was once an eligible shareholder in the past, becomes ineligible to own an 
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interest in the Corporation under California Business and Professions Code Section 26057, 
regardless of whether such ineligibility is a product of the Shareholder’s own actions or is due to 
a change in the laws and regulations therein, the Corporation shall notify the Ineligible 
Shareholder of such determination in writing and the Mandatory Transfer provisions of Section 
2.15(a) or Mandatory Repurchase provisions of Section 2.15(b) shall apply to such Ineligible 
Shareholder. 

Section 2.15 MANDATORY SHAREHOLDER TRANSFER AND REPURCHASE 
RIGHTS 

(a) Mandatory Transfer.  In the event that any Shareholder is deemed an Ineligible 
Shareholder under  Section 2.14 and receives a written ineligibility notice, the Ineligible 
Shareholder shall effect the transfer of all of his/her/its shares to a person(s) (“Eligible 
Transferee(s)”) that qualifies as an Eligible Shareholder and is approved by a majority vote 
of the then sitting Board of Directors. This Mandatory Transfer shall occur no later than 
twenty (20) days from the date of the written ineligibility notice, provided that the Board 
may, but is not required to, extend such twenty (20) day period upon request by the 
Ineligible Shareholder.  If the Ineligible Shareholder cannot find or qualify an Eligible 
Shareholder in order to effect this Mandatory Transfer or the Board of Directors does not 
approve by a majority vote of the proposed Eligible Shareholder(s) within the allotted 
twenty (20) days or any extensions thereof, then the Ineligible Shareholder’s shares of the 
Corporation shall be subject to Section 2.15(b) Mandatory Repurchase. 

(b) Mandatory Repurchase. In the event that any Mandatory Transfer is required under 
Section 2.14 and Section 2.15(a) and such Mandatory Transfer has not occurred within the 
allotted twenty (20) days or any extensions thereof, the Corporation shall repurchase the 
Ineligible Shareholder’s shares at a price determined by any of the following ways: 

(i) at a purchase price agreed upon by the parties; or 

(ii) at a purchase price equal to 85% of the fair market value of such shares, with 
such fair market value determined by an appraisal of the Corporation made by a 
single qualified appraiser having at least five (5) years’ continuous experience in 
the valuation of equity securities of companies with assets and businesses similar 
or comparable to those of the Corporation and who is mutually agreeable to the 
Ineligible Shareholder Seller and Corporation purchaser. In the event that the 
parties are unable to agree on an appraiser within thirty (30) days from the end of 
the mandatory transfer period per Section 2.15(a) above, the Selling Ineligible 
Shareholder shall select one (1) appraiser, and the Corporation purchaser shall 
select one (1) appraiser, and each appraiser so selected by both parties shall select 
a third appraiser having the qualifications described above, and the appraisal shall 
be performed by the third appraiser so selected.  Any and all costs and fees of the 
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appraiser(s) shall be shared equally by the Corporation purchaser and the Ineligible 
Shareholder seller. 

Purchase price payment may be made (i) by check or wire transfer of an amount 
equal to 85% of the fair market value of such shares to the former Ineligible Shareholder 
within six months of the Mandatory Repurchase event occurring, or (ii) by issuance of a 
promissory note at an interest rate of 5% and payable within two years of the Mandatory 
Repurchase event occurring.  This Section shall not in any way be construed to prevent the 
Corporation from exercising any of its rights under any other provisions of these Bylaws.   

If the Corporation and the Ineligible Shareholder or its Eligible Shareholder 
transferee(s) cannot perform the above measures in the allotted time frame or in a 
reasonable time frame so as to likely subject the Corporation to a denial, revocation, or 
non-renewal of the Corporation’s applicable business licenses, than the shares shall be 
repurchased immediately and transferred to the corporation in form only and the repurchase 
price of said shares shall be settled upon per the above provisions at a later date. 

Section 2.16 RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL. Except as provided for in Section 2.14 
and 2.15 above, no Shareholder shall sell, assign, pledge, or in any other manner transfer any of 
the shares of stock of the Corporation or any right or interest therein, whether voluntarily or by 
operation of law, or by gift or otherwise, to an Eligible Shareholder by a transfer which meets the 
requirements set forth in these bylaws without first offering to the Corporation or its other 
Shareholders the right of first refusal to purchase any or all of said shares pursuant to these bylaws 
and as described below: 

            (a) If the Shareholder receives from anyone who is an Eligible Shareholder a bona fide offer 
acceptable to the Shareholder to purchase any of their shares of stock, then the Shareholder shall 
first give written notice thereof to the Corporation. The notice shall name the proposed transferee 
and state the number of shares to be transferred, the price per share and all other terms and 
conditions of the offer. 

             (b) For fifteen (15) days following receipt of such notice, the Corporation shall have the 
option to purchase all or any lesser part of the shares specified in the notice at the price and upon 
the terms set forth in such bona fide offer. In the event the Corporation elects to purchase all the 
shares, it shall give written notice to the selling Shareholder of its election and the settlement for 
said shares will be made per Section 2.16(d) below.  

 (c) In the event the Corporation does not elect to acquire all of the shares specified in the 
selling Shareholder's notice, the Secretary of the Corporation shall, within twenty (20) days of 
receipt of said selling Shareholder's notice, give written notice thereof to the Shareholders of the 
Corporation other than the selling Shareholder. Said written notice shall state the number of shares 
that the Corporation has elected to purchase and the number of shares remaining available for 
purchase (which shall be the same as the number contained in said selling Shareholder's notice, less 
any such shares that the Corporation has elected to purchase). Each of the other Shareholders shall 
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have the option to purchase that proportion of the shares available for purchase as the number of 
shares owned by each of said other Shareholders bears to the total issued and outstanding shares of 
the Corporation, excepting those shares owned by the selling Shareholder. A Shareholder electing 
to exercise such option shall, within ten (10) days after mailing of the Corporation's notice, give 
notice to the Corporation specifying the number of shares such Shareholder will purchase. Within 
such ten-day period, each of said other Shareholders shall give written notice stating how many 
additional shares such Shareholder will purchase if additional shares are made available. Failure to 
respond in writing within said ten-day period to the notice given by the Secretary of the Corporation 
shall be deemed a rejection of such Shareholder's right to acquire a proportionate part of the shares 
of the selling Shareholder. In the event one or more Shareholders do not elect to acquire the shares 
available to them, said shares shall be allocated on a pro rata basis to the Shareholders who 
requested shares in addition to their pro rata allotment. 

(d) In the event the Corporation and/or Shareholders, other than the selling Shareholder, 
elect to acquire any of the shares of the selling Shareholder as specified in said selling Shareholder's 
notice, the Secretary of the Corporation shall notify the selling Shareholder and settlement thereof 
shall be made in cash within thirty (30) days after the Secretary of the Corporation receives said 
selling Shareholder's notice; provided that if the terms of payment set forth in said selling 
Shareholder's notice were other than cash against delivery, the Corporation and/or its other 
Shareholders shall pay for said shares on the same terms and conditions set forth in said selling 
Shareholder's notice. 

(e) In the event the Corporation and/or its other Shareholders do not elect to acquire all of 
the shares specified in the selling Shareholder's notice, said selling Shareholder may, within the 
sixty-day period following the option rights granted to the Corporation and other Shareholders 
herein, sell elsewhere the shares specified in said selling Shareholder's notice which were not 
acquired by the Corporation and/or its other Shareholders, in accordance with the provisions of 
paragraph (d) of this bylaw, provided, that said sale shall not be on terms and conditions more 
favorable to the purchaser than those contained in the bona fide offer set forth in said selling 
Shareholder's notice. All shares so sold by said selling Shareholder shall continue to be subject to 
the provisions of these bylaws in the same manner as before said transfer. 

(f) Any sale or transfer, purported sale or transfer, of securities of the Corporation shall be 
null and void unless the terms, conditions, and provisions of these bylaws are strictly observed and 
followed.  

(g) That certificates representing shares of stock of the Corporation shall bear on their face 
the following legend so long as the restrictions on transfer contained in these bylaws remain in 
effect: 

“THE SHARES REPRESENTED BY THIS CERTIFICATE ARE SUBJECT TO 
RESTRICTIONS ON TRANSFER, INCLUDING A RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL 
OPTION IN FAVOR OF THE CORPORATION AND ITS OTHER SHAREHOLDERS, 
AS PROVIDED IN THE BYLAWS OF THE CORPORATION.” 
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Section 2.17 ACTION BY SHAREHOLDERS WITHOUT A MEETING. Any 
action required or permitted to be taken at an annual or special meeting of the shareholders may 
be taken without a meeting and without prior notice if a consent in writing, setting forth the action 
so taken, shall be signed by the holders of outstanding shares having not less than the minimum 
number of votes necessary to authorize or take such action at a meeting at which all shares are 
entitled to vote thereon were present and voted; provided, that directors may be elected by written 
consent only if such consent is unanimously given by all shareholders entitled to vote, except that 
action taken by shareholders to fill one or more vacancies on the board other than a vacancy created 
by the removal of a director, may be taken by written consent of a majority of the outstanding 
shares entitled to vote. 

ARTICLE III- 
DIRECTORS 

Section 3.01 NUMBER OF DIRECTORS. The authorized number of directors shall 
be, at a minimum, no less than 3, and in the maximum, no more than 5 and shall be initially 3 
directors; provided that the number may be increased or decreased from time to time as set forth 
in the Articles of Incorporation, or by an amendment to these Bylaws duly adopted in accordance 
with these Bylaws and as authorized by the Board of Directors, Section 212 of the California 
Corporations Code, and other applicable law. 

Section 3.02 POWERS; QUALIFICATIONS. All corporate powers of the Corporation 
shall be exercised, and the business and affairs of the Corporation shall be managed, by or under 
the direction of the board of directors, except such powers expressly conferred upon or reserved 
to the shareholders, and subject to any limitations set forth by law, by the Articles of Incorporation 
or by these Bylaws. Directors must be natural persons 18 years of age or older. 

Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, and subject to the same limitations, it is hereby 
expressly declared that the directors shall have the power and, to the extent required by law, the 
duty to: 

(a) Appoint and remove, at the pleasure of the board, all officers, managers, 
management companies, agents, and employees of the Corporation, prescribe their duties 
in addition to those prescribed in these Bylaws, supervise them, fix their compensation, 
and require from them security for faithful service. Such compensation may be increased 
or diminished at the pleasure of the directors. 

(b) Conduct, manage, and control the affairs and business of the Corporation; 
make rules and regulations not inconsistent with the Articles of Incorporation or applicable 
law or these Bylaws; make all lawful orders on behalf of the Corporation; and prescribe 
the manner of executing the same. 
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(c) Incur indebtedness and borrow money on behalf of the Corporation and 
designate from time to time the person or persons who may sign or endorse checks, drafts, 
or other orders of payment of money, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness, issued in 
the name of, or payable to, the Corporation, and prescribe the manner of collecting or 
depositing funds of the Corporation, and the manner of drawing checks thereon. 

(d) Appoint an executive committee and other committees of the board, in 
accordance with Section 311 of the California Corporations Code. 

(e) Authorize the issuance of stock of the Corporation from time to time, upon 
such terms as may be lawful, including any dividend distributions of existing and issued 
stock. 

(f) Prepare an annual report to be sent to the shareholders after the close of the 
fiscal or calendar year of the Corporation, which report shall comply with the requirements 
of law. To the extent permitted by law, the requirements that an annual report be sent to 
shareholders and the time limits for sending such reports are hereby waived; the directors, 
nevertheless, shall have the authority to cause such report to be sent to shareholders. 

Section 3.03 TERM OF OFFICE. At the first annual meeting of the shareholders and 
at the annual meeting thereafter, the shareholders entitled to vote in the election of directors shall 
elect directors, each of whom shall hold office for two-years (2) or until the director's earlier death, 
resignation, disqualification, or removal. Despite the expiration of a director's term, the director 
shall continue to serve until the director's successor is elected and qualified. 

Section 3.04 VACANCIES AND NEWLY CREATED DIRECTORSHIPS. A 
vacancy on the board of directors occurs upon of any of the following events: 

(a) The death, resignation, or removal of any director. 

(b) The removal or declaration of vacancy by the board of directors of a director 
who has been declared of unsound mind by an order of court or convicted of a felony. 

(c) The authorized number of directors is increased. 

(d) At any meeting of the shareholders at which directors are elected, the 
shareholders fail to elect the full authorized number of directors to be elected at the 
meeting. 

Vacancies in the board of directors, other than vacancies created by removal of a director, 
may be filled by the board of directors in accordance with Section 305 of the California 
Corporations Code. The shareholders may, at any time and in accordance with Section 305 of the 
California Corporations Code, elect a director to fill any vacancy not filled by the directors. A 
director elected to fill a vacancy shall hold office until the next annual meeting and until the 
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director's successor is elected and qualified (or until the director's earlier death, resignation, 
disqualification, or removal). If any resignation of a director will take effect at a future time, a 
successor may be elected to take office when the resignation becomes effective. A reduction of the 
authorized number of directors does not remove any director prior to the expiration of the director's 
term of office. 

Section 3.05 REMOVAL. The board of directors may declare vacant the office of a 
director who has been declared of unsound mind by an order of court or convicted of a felony, or 
otherwise in a manner provided by law. 

Any or all of the directors may be removed from office at any time with or without cause 
by a vote of the shareholders entitled to elect them. If one or more directors are so removed at a 
meeting of shareholders, the shareholders may elect new directors at the same meeting.  

Section 3.06 RESIGNATION. A director may resign by providing written notice to 
President or the secretary, or the board of directors. The resignation shall be effective upon the 
later of the date of receipt of the notice or the effective date specified in the notice. 

Section 3.07 MEETINGS OF DIRECTORS. 

A regular meeting of the newly-elected board of directors shall be held without other notice 
immediately following and at the place of each annual meeting of shareholders, at which meeting 
the board shall elect officers and transact any other business as shall come before the meeting. 
Regular meetings of the board of directors shall be held at such other times and places as may from 
time to time be fixed by resolution of the board of directors and, unless the Articles of 
Incorporation provide otherwise, regular meetings may be held without notice of the date, time, 
place, or purpose of the meeting. 

Meetings of the board of directors, including special meetings, may be called by the 
President, the secretary, or any two directors. 

Notice of the time and place of special meetings shall be given to each director. If notice 
is mailed, it shall be deposited in the United States mail, addressed to the director at the address 
shown on the records of the Corporation, at least four days before the time of the meeting. If notice 
is delivered personally, by telephone, or by electronic transmission, it shall be delivered at least 48 
hours before the time of the meeting. The notice need not specify the purpose of the meeting.  
Ineffective notice of any meeting of the board of directors may be waived. 

Meetings of the board of directors may be held at any place within or without the State of 
California that is designated in the notice of the meeting.  

Section 3.08 ELECTRONIC PARTICIPATION. Members of the board of directors 
may participate in a meeting through conference telephone, electronic video screen 
communication, or electronic transmission by and to the Corporation. Participation in a meeting 


������������������
	������������������
�
������

�
���






  

13 

Bylaws of Star Trail Naturals California, Inc. 

  

by conference telephone or electronic video screen communication constitutes presence in person 
if all participating directors can hear one another. Participation by electronic transmission by and 
to the Corporation (other than conference telephone or electronic video screen communication) 
constitutes presence in person if each participating director can communicate concurrently with all 
other participating directors and each director has the means to participate in all matters before the 
board, including the ability to propose or object to a specific action proposed to be taken. 

Section 3.09 QUORUM OF AND ACTION BY DIRECTORS. A majority of the 
authorized number of directors constitutes a quorum of the board of directors for the transaction 
of business. Any act approved by a majority of the directors present at a duly held meeting at which 
a quorum is present is the act of the board of directors, unless the California Corporations Code or 
the Articles of Incorporation require a greater number. A meeting at which a quorum is initially 
present may continue to transact business, notwithstanding the withdrawal of directors leaving less 
than a quorum, if any action is approved by at least a majority of the directors who constitute the 
required quorum for the meeting. A majority of the directors present, even if less than a quorum, 
may adjourn a meeting to another time and place. If a meeting is adjourned for more than 24 hours, 
notice of the adjournment to another time and place shall be given before the adjourned meeting 
to each director not present at the time of the adjournment. 

Section 3.10 COMPENSATION. Directors may receive compensation for their services 
as directors in such amount as may be fixed, from time to time, by resolution of the board of 
directors. The board of directors may, by resolution, authorize payment of a fixed fee and expenses 
of attendance, if any, for attendance at any meeting of the board of directors or committee thereof. 
A director shall not be precluded from serving the Corporation in any other capacity and receiving 
compensation for services in that capacity. 

Section 3.11 ACTION BY DIRECTORS WITHOUT A MEETING. Any action 
required or permitted to be taken by the board of directors or any committee thereof may be taken 
without a meeting if all of the directors or committee members consent to the action in writing, 
and the number of directors or committee members then serving constitutes a quorum. The written 
consents shall be filed with the minutes of the proceedings of the board of directors or committee 
thereof. 

ARTICLE IV- 
OFFICERS 

Section 4.01 POSITIONS AND ELECTION. The officers of the Corporation shall be 
elected by the board of directors and appointed as CEO, CFO, and Secretary. The Corporation may 
have such other officers, including but not limited to one or more vice presidents or assistant vice 
presidents, a treasurer, and one or more assistant secretaries, as deemed necessary by the board of 
directors, with such authority as may be specifically delegated to such officers by the board of 
directors or these Bylaws. Any two or more offices may be held by the same person. 


������������������
	������������������
�
������

�
���






  

14 

Bylaws of Star Trail Naturals California, Inc. 

  

Officers shall be elected annually at the meeting of the board of directors held after each 
annual meeting of the shareholders. Each officer shall serve until a successor is elected and 
qualified or until the earlier death, resignation, or removal of that officer. Vacancies or new offices 
shall be filled at the next regular or special meeting of the board of directors. 

Section 4.02 REMOVAL AND RESIGNATION. Any officer elected or appointed by 
the board of directors may be removed with or without cause by the affirmative vote of the majority 
of the board of directors. Removal shall be without prejudice to the contract rights, if any, of the 
officer so removed. 

Any officer may resign at any time by giving written notice to the Corporation. Unless a 
different time is specified in the notice, the resignation shall be effective upon its receipt by the 
CEO, secretary, or the board of directors. 

Section 4.03. POWERS AND DUTIES OF OFFICERS. The powers and duties of the 
officers of the Corporation shall be as provided from time to time by resolution of the board of 
directors or by direction of an officer authorized by the board of directors to prescribe the duties 
of other officers. In the absence of such resolution, the respective officers shall have the powers 
and shall discharge the duties customarily and usually held and performed by like officers of 
corporations similar in organization and business purposes to the Corporation, subject to the 
control of the board of directors. 

Section 4.03 ANNUAL STATEMENT OF INFORMATION. The corporation shall, 
in a timely manner, file with the Secretary of State of California, on the prescribed form, a 
statement setting forth the authorized number of Directors, the names and complete business or 
residence addresses of all incumbent Directors, the names and complete business or residence 
addresses of the Chief Executive Officer, Secretary, and Chief Financial Officer, the street address 
of its principal executive office or principal business office in this state, the general type of 
business constituting the principal business activity of the corporation, and such other information 
as may be required by law, together with a designation of the agent of the corporation for the 
purpose of the service of process, all in compliance with California Corporations Code Section 
1502. 

ARTICLE V- 
INDEMNIFICATION OF DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS 

Section 5.01 Indemnification Against Expenses. The Corporation, to the extent 
permitted by the California General Corporation Law, shall indemnify any Agent of the 
Corporation against expenses, including reasonable attorney's fees, actually and reasonably 
incurred in defense of any Proceeding in which the Agent was, is, or is threatened to be made a 
party by reason of being or having been an Agent of the Corporation, to the extent that the Agent 
was successful on the merits in the defense and shall have the power to advance to such Agent 
such expenses incurred by such Agent in defending any such Proceeding upon receipt of an 
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undertaking by such Agent to repay such amounts if such Agent is not entitled to be indemnified 
for such amounts and (b) shall indemnify any person who was, is, or is threatened to be made a 
party to any Proceeding by or in the right of the Corporation to procure a judgment in its favor by 
reason of being or having been an Agent of the Corporation, against expenses, including 
reasonable attorney's fees, actually and reasonably incurred in defense or settlement of the 
Proceeding, if the person acted in good faith and in a manner the person believed to be in the best 
interests of the Corporation and the shareholders.  

Section 5.02 Indemnification Against Losses. The Corporation shall, to the extent 
permitted by the California General Corporation Law and the Articles of Incorporation, indemnify 
any person who was, is, or is threatened to be made a party to any Proceeding (other than an action 
by or in the right of the Corporation) by reason of being or having been an Agent of the 
Corporation, against expenses, including reasonable attorney's fees, judgments, fines, settlements, 
and other amounts actually and reasonably incurred in connection with the Proceeding if the person 
(a) acted in good faith and in a manner the person believed to be in the best interests of the 
Corporation and the shareholders and (b) had no reasonable cause to believe the conduct of the 
person was unlawful, in the case of a criminal Proceeding. 

Section 5.03 Definitions. For purposes of this Article V, (a) "Agent" means any person 
who (i) is or was a director, officer, employee, or other agent of the Corporation, or (ii) is or was 
serving at the Corporation's request as a director, officer, employee, or agent of another 
corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust, or other enterprise, or (iii) was a director, officer, 
employee, or agent of a corporation which was a predecessor corporation of the Corporation or of 
another enterprise at the request of such predecessor corporation, and (b) "Proceeding" means any 
threatened, pending, or completed action or proceeding, whether civil, criminal, administrative, or 
investigative. 

Section 5.04 INDEMNIFICATION RIGHTS NOT EXCLUSIVE; INSURANCE. 
The foregoing rights of indemnification and advancement of expenses shall be in addition to and 
not exclusive of any other rights to which any director or officer may be entitled by applicable law, 
the Articles of Incorporation, action or resolution of the shareholders or disinterested directors, or 
any agreement with the Corporation. 

The Corporation may, subject to the provisions of Section 317 of the California 
Corporations Code, purchase and maintain insurance to indemnify any Agent against any liability 
asserted against or incurred by an Agent in that capacity or arising out of the Agent's status as an 
Agent, whether or not the Corporation would have the power indemnify the Agent against that 
liability under Section 317 of the California Corporations Code. 

ARTICLE VI- 
SHARE CERTIFICATES AND TRANSFER 
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Section 6.01 SHARE CERTIFICATES. Every owner of shares of the Corporation shall 
be entitled to a certificate, in such form, consistent with the Articles of Incorporation or any law, 
as shall be prescribed by the board of directors, certifying the number and class or series of shares 
owned by such shareholder. Shareholders can request and obtain a statement of rights, restrictions, 
preferences, and privileges regarding classified shares or a class of shares with two or more series, 
if any, from the Corporation's principal business office.  Each certificate issued shall bear all 
statements or legends required by law, these bylaws or the Articles of Incorporation to be affixed 
thereto, and shall be signed by (a) the chair of the board, any vice chair of the board, the CEO, or 
any vice president or (b) the CFO, or any assistant treasurer, or (c) the secretary, or any assistant 
secretary. No share shall be issued until the consideration therefor, fixed as provided by law, has 
been fully paid. 

Section 6.02 TRANSFERS OF SHARES. Shares of the Corporation shall be 
transferable in the manner prescribed by law and in these Bylaws. Transfers of shares of the 
Corporation shall be made on the books of the Corporation only by the registered holder thereof 
or by such other person as may under law be authorized to endorse such shares for transfer, or by 
such shareholder's attorney thereunto authorized by power of attorney duly executed and filed with 
the secretary or transfer agent of the Corporation. Except as otherwise provided by law, upon 
surrender to the Corporation or its transfer agent of a certificate for shares duly endorsed or 
accompanied by proper evidence of succession, assignment, or authority to transfer, the 
Corporation shall issue a new certificate to the person entitled thereto, cancel the old certificate, 
and record the transaction upon its books. No transfer of shares shall be valid as against the 
Corporation for any purpose until it shall have been entered in the share transfer records of the 
Corporation by an entry showing from and to what person those shares were transferred. 

Section 6.03 REGISTERED SHAREHOLDERS. The Corporation may treat the 
holder of record of any shares issued by the Corporation as the holder in fact thereof, for purposes 
of voting those shares, receiving distributions thereon or notices in respect thereof, transferring 
those shares, exercising rights of dissent with respect to those shares, exercising or waiving any 
preemptive right with respect to those shares, entering into agreements with respect to those shares 
in accordance with the laws of the State of California, or giving proxies with respect to those 
shares. 

Section 6.04 LOST, STOLEN, OR DESTROYED CERTIFICATES. The board of 
directors may direct a new certificate or certificates to be issued in place of any certificate or 
certificates previously issued by the Corporation alleged to have been lost, stolen, or destroyed; 
provided, that the owner of the lost, stolen, or destroyed certificate (or the owner's legal 
representative) shall give the Corporation a bond or other adequate security sufficient to indemnify 
the Corporation against any claim against the Corporation on account of the alleged loss, theft, or 
destruction of any such certificate or the issuance of such new certificate. 

ARTICLE VII- 
CORPORATE RECORDS AND INSPECTION 
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Section 7.01 RECORDS. The Corporation shall maintain adequate and correct books 
and records of account, minutes of the proceedings of the shareholders, board of directors, and 
committees of the board of directors, and a record of its shareholders, including names and 
addresses of all shareholders and the number and class of shares held, along with any other records 
required by law. The Corporation shall keep such record of its shareholders at its principal 
executive office, as fixed by the board of directors from time to time, or at the office of its transfer 
agent or registrar. The Corporation shall keep its books and records of account and minutes of the 
proceedings of the shareholders, board of directors, and committees of the board of directors at its 
principal executive office, or such other location as shall be designated by the board of directors 
from time to time. 

Section 7.02 INSPECTION OF BOOKS AND RECORDS. The Corporation's 
accounting books and records and minutes of proceedings of the shareholders, board of directors, 
and committees of the board of directors shall, to the extent provided by law, be open to inspection 
of directors, shareholders, and voting trust certificate holders, in the manner provided by law. 

Section 7.03 COPY OF BYLAWS. The Corporation shall furnish to any shareholder, 
on written request, a copy of these Bylaws as amended or otherwise altered to date. 

ARTICLE VIII- 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Section 8.01 CHECKS, DRAFTS, ETC. All checks, drafts, or other instruments for 
payment of money or notes of the Corporation shall be signed by an authorized officer or officers 
or any other person or persons as shall be determined from time to time by the board of directors. 

Section 8.02 FISCAL YEAR. The fiscal year of the Corporation shall be each calendar 
year unless determined differently by the board of directors. 

Section 8.03 CONFLICT WITH APPLICABLE LAW OR ARTICLES OF 
INCORPORATION. Unless the context requires otherwise, the general provisions, rules of 
construction, and the definitions of the California General Corporation Law shall govern the 
construction of these Bylaws. These Bylaws are adopted subject to any applicable law and the 
Articles of Incorporation. Whenever these Bylaws may conflict with any applicable law or the 
Articles of Incorporation, such conflict shall be resolved in favor of such law or the Articles of 
Incorporation. 

Section 8.04 INVALID PROVISIONS. If any one or more of the provisions of these 
Bylaws, or the applicability of any provision to a specific situation, shall be held invalid or 
unenforceable, the provision shall be modified to the minimum extent necessary to make it or its 
application valid and enforceable, and the validity and enforceability of all other provisions of 
these Bylaws and all other applications of any provision shall not be affected thereby. 
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Section 8.05 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OF THE CORPORATION. During 
an emergency, as defined in Section 207 of the California Corporations Code, the board of 
directors may modify procedures for the management and conduct of the ordinary business affairs 
of the Corporation, including, but not limited to, calling a meeting of the board of directors, quorum 
requirements for meetings of the board of directors, and designating additional or substitute 
directors; provided that any such modifications may not conflict with the Articles of Incorporation. 

In anticipation of or during an emergency, the board of directors may take any and all of 
the following actions to manage and conduct the ordinary business affairs of the Corporation: 

(a) Modify lines of succession to accommodate the incapacity of any director, 
officer, employee, or agent resulting from the emergency. 

(b) Relocate the Corporation's principal office, or designate alternative 
principal offices or regional offices. 

(c) Give notice to directors in any practicable matter under the circumstances, 
including but not limited to publication and radio, when notice of a meeting of the board 
of directors cannot be given in a manner prescribed by these Bylaws or Section 307 of the 
California Corporations Code. 

(d) Deem that one or more officers present at a meeting of the board of directors 
is a director, in order of rank and in order of seniority within the same rank, as necessary 
to achieve a quorum for that meeting. 

Section 8.06 REPORTS. During any time that the Corporation has fewer than 100 
shareholders of record, the Corporation expressly waives the requirement set forth in Section 1501 
of the California Corporations Code of sending an annual report to the shareholders; provided, that 
the board of directors may issue annual or other reports at its discretion. Upon the request of any 
shareholder made more than 120 days after the close of the Corporation's fiscal year, the 
Corporation shall, within 30 days, deliver to such shareholder the financial statements required by 
Section 1501 of the California Corporations Code to be included in an annual report to 
shareholders. 

ARTICLE IX- 
AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS 

Section 9.01 AMENDMENT BY SHAREHOLDERS. Unless otherwise provided by 
the Articles of Incorporation, these Bylaws, or the California Corporations Code, the 
shareholders may adopt, amend, or repeal bylaws. 

Section 9.02 AMENDMENT BY DIRECTORS. Subject to the rights of shareholders 
under, and any limitations imposed by, the California Corporations Code, the board of directors 
may adopt, amend, or repeal bylaws. 


������������������
	������������������
�
������

�
���






  

19 

Bylaws of Star Trail Naturals California, Inc. 

  

  


������������������
	������������������
�
������

�
���






  

20 

Bylaws of Star Trail Naturals California, Inc. 

  

CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY 
OF 

STAR TRAIL NATURALS CALIFORNIA, INC. 
a California corporation 

The undersigned, ALEX BOHN, hereby certifies that he is the duly elected and acting 
Secretary of STNCA, a California corporation (the "Corporation"), and that the foregoing 
Bylaws were adopted as the Bylaws of the Corporation as of January 29, 2021, and that the same 
do now constitute the Bylaws of the Corporation. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned has executed this certificate on behalf of the 
Corporation as of March 6, 2021 

Star Trail Naturals California, Inc. 

 

 

By: ___________________________ 
Name: Alex Bohn 
Title: Secretary 
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Sublease Agreement  

This Sublease Agreement (“Sublease”), is made effective as of September 22, 2021 by and between STOMCA LLC, a 
limited liability company organized and existing under the laws of the State of California (“Sublandlord”) and Star Trail 
Naturals California, a corporation organized and existing under the State of California (“Subtenant”) (each individually a 
“Party” and, collectively, the “Parties”). 

WHEREAS, Sublandlord is the Tenant under that certain lease agreement, titled “Agricultural Lease Agreement” (“Primary 
Lease”) and attached as Exhibit A, executed by Sublandlord and Volker Rosenfelder, an individual (“Primary Landlord”), 
effective as of March 1, 2017; an 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Primary Lease, Sublandlord leased a certain parcel or property (“Leased Premises”) more 
particularly described in the Primary Lease; and 

WHEREAS, Sublandlord desires to sublease a portion of the Leased Premises (“Subleased Premises”) in accordance with 
the terms and conditions of this Sublease, and Subtenant desires to possess the same pursuant to this Sublease; 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants, terms and conditions set forth herein, and for other good and 
valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, the parties agree as follows: 
 

1. Demise. 
Sublandlord hereby leases to Subtenant, and Subtenant hereby hires from Sublandlord, the Subleased Premises. The 
boundaries of the Subleased Premises enclose approximately 14,300 square feet and are described or shown in Exhibit B, 
attached hereto and incorporated herein. The Parties agree that, notwithstanding any other provisions in this Sublease, the 
precise boundaries of the Subleased Premises are subject to modification by mutual agreement of the parties. Subtenant 
agrees not to object to requests by Sublandlord to modify the boundaries of the Subleased Premises, provided that such 
requests do not impose substantial hardship on Subtenant. 

  
2. Primary Landlord Consent to Sublease. 
a) This Sublease is expressly conditioned upon Subtenant obtaining the written consent of Primary Landlord and any 

other third party required under the Primary Lease (collectively, “Primary Landlord Consent”). 
 

b) Sublandlord shall not be required to perform any acts, expend any funds or bring any legal proceedings in order to 
obtain the Primary Landlord Consent, and Subtenant shall have no right to any claim against Sublandlord in the event 
the Primary Landlord Consent is not obtained. 

 
c) If the Primary Landlord Consent is not obtained within thirty (30) of days from the date of this Sublease, either Party 

may terminate this Sublease upon written notice to the other, whereupon Sublandlord shall promptly refund to 
Subtenant any funds paid to Sublandlord under this Sublease, and neither Party shall have any further obligation to 
the other under this Sublease, except to the extent that the provisions of this Sublease expressly survive the termination 
of this Sublease. 
 

d) This Section 2 shall survive the expiration or earlier termination of this Sublease. 
 

3. Term. 
a) The term of this Sublease (“Sublease Term”) shall commence on the date which is the later to occur of (i) the 

complete execution of this Sublease and (ii) the date on which the Primary Landlord Consent (hereinafter defined) 
is obtained (“Sublease Commencement Date”), and shall expire upon the expiration or termination for any 
reason of the Primary Lease, unless sooner terminated or cancelled in accordance with the terms and conditions 
of this Sublease. In the event that the Primary Lease is extended beyond its initial Term (as defined in Primary 
Lease), the Primary Lease shall not be considered terminated or cancelled for purposes of this Sublease, and this 
Sublease shall likewise be extended, at the mutual option of Subtenant and Sublandlord. 

 
b) Subtenant shall not be entitled to exercise any options to extend or renew the Term of the Primary Lease. These 

options, if any, are expressly retained by Sublandlord and may be exercised or waived by Sublandlord in its sole 
and absolute discretion. 

 
c) Sublandlord shall not be liable to Subtenant for termination of this Sublease due to termination of the Primary 

Lease. 
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d) Subtenant shall have no right to terminate this Sublease before expiration of the Sublease Term for any reason, 

including due to legal impossibility of the permitted use described in Paragraph 4, except that Subtenant shall 
have the limited right to terminate this Sublease as of March 1 of any year during the Sublease Term in the event 
that it becomes impossible or impracticable for Subtenant to lawfully use the Premises as contemplated under 
this Sublease. 

 
4. Permitted Use. Subtenant shall use and occupy the Subleased Premises solely in accordance with and as permitted 

under the terms of the Primary Lease as stated with respect to the Sublandlord and as expressly permitted under the 
Primary Landlord Consent, except that the Subleased Premises may only be used for outdoor farming, planting, 
growing, and harvesting of cannabis, and that any commercial cannabis activity, including any cannabis cultivation, 
conducted on the Subleased Premises is conducted for the sole benefit of (a) Subtenant and its members or (b) other 
parties as may be permissible under California law. Subtenant may not maintain a nursery or conduct cultivation in 
greenhouses or any other enclosed structure without written permission from the landlord, the granting of which shall 
be solely within Sublandlord’s discretion. 

  
5. Payment of Base Rent, Plus January Additional Rent, plus Convenience Fee. 

a) Throughout the Term, Subtenant shall pay to Sublandlord fixed base rent (“Sublease Base Rent”) in equal 
monthly installments of $10,000. Subtenant shall pay to Sublandlord the first monthly installment of Sublease 
Base Rent at the time of execution of this Sublease and shall pay all other monthly installments of Sublease Base 
Rent no later than the date Rent is due from the Sublandlord to the Primary Landlord for the same month under 
the Primary Lease.  

 
b) The amount of the Sublease Base Rent may not be changed under this Sublease for the initial term.  

 
c) The monthly installments of Sublease Base Rent payable on account of any partial calendar month during the 

Sublease Term, if any, shall be prorated. 
 

d) Subtenant may pay the Sublease Base Rent in cash, provided that (i) no denomination other than $100 is used, 
and (ii) Subtenant pays an additional fee (“Convenience Fee”) equal to five percent (5%) of the cash payment 
above $2,000. The Convenience Fee shall be due along with the Sublease Base Rent. All references in this 
Sublease to Sublease Base Rent shall be interpreted as including the Convenience Fee, if applicable. 

 
e) Rent payments under this Sublease should be sent to STOMCA, LLC; 131-A Stony Circle #500, Santa Rosa CA 

95401, or coordinated to pay in person to an agent of Sublandlord. 
  

6. Incorporation of Primary Lease by Reference. 
The terms, covenants and conditions of the Primary Lease are incorporated herein by reference, except to the extent they 
are expressly deleted or modified by the provisions of this Sublease. Every term, covenant and condition of the Primary 
Lease binding upon or inuring to the benefit of Primary Landlord shall, in respect of this Sublease, be binding upon or 
inure to the benefit of Sublandlord and every term, covenant and condition of the Primary Lease binding upon or inuring 
to the benefit of Sublandlord shall, in respect of this Sublease, be binding upon and inure to the benefit of Subtenant. For 
purposes of discerning the Parties’ rights and obligations under this Sublease, whenever the term “Landlord” appears in 
the Primary Lease, the word “Sublandlord” shall be substituted therefore; whenever the term “Tenant” appears in the 
Primary Lease, the word “Subtenant” shall be substituted therefore. 
   
Notwithstanding the foregoing the following sections of the Primary Lease shall not apply to this Sublease and are not 
incorporated herein: Section 1, Section 2.1, Section 2.3(d), Section 2.7, Section 6.4, and Section 9.10.  
 
Except where this Sublease expressly states otherwise, if any of the express provisions of this Sublease conflict with any 
of the provisions of the Primary Lease, the provisions of the Primary Lease shall govern. 
  
7. Subordination to Primary Lease. 
This Sublease is subject and subordinate to the Primary Lease. 

  
8. Representations of Sublandlord. 
Sublandlord represents and warrants the following is true and correct as of the date hereof: 

  
a) Sublandlord is the Tenant under the Primary Lease and has the capacity to enter into this Sublease with Subtenant, 
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subject to Primary Landlord’s consent. 
 
b) The Primary Lease attached hereto as Exhibit A is a true, correct and complete copy of the Primary Lease, is in 

full force and effect, and has not been further modified, amended or supplemented except as expressly set forth 
herein. 
 

c) Sublandlord has not received any notice, and has no actual knowledge, of any default by Sublandlord under the 
Primary Lease. 

  
9. As-Is Condition. 
Subtenant accepts the Subleased Premises in its current, “as-is” condition. Sublandlord shall have no obligation under this 
Sublease to furnish or supply any work, services, furniture, fixtures, equipment or decorations, except Sublandlord shall 
deliver the Subleased Premises in good order, repair, and in a safe, clean condition. On or before the expiration or earlier 
termination of this Sublease, Subtenant shall restore the Subleased Premises to the condition existing as of the Sublease 
Commencement Date, ordinary wear and tear excepted. The obligations of Subtenant hereunder shall survive the expiration 
or earlier termination of this Sublease. 
 
10. Improvements and Modifications.  
Subtenant may, with Sublandlord’s written approval and subject to the other terms and conditions of this Sublease 
(including those terms and conditions of the Primary Lease incorporated herein), (a) make reasonable modifications or 
improvements to the Subleased Premises required by the State of California or any local government entity for purposes 
of obtaining state or local permits or licenses, or otherwise required by the State of California or any local government 
entity for purposes of complying with laws concerning cultivation of cannabis, and (b) construct or otherwise make 
improvements or modifications and alter, reconstruct, or add to the existing improvements reasonably necessary for 
carrying out the uses of the Subleased Premises allowed under this Sublease. To the extent improvements and modifications 
made to the Subleased Premises under this paragraph are affixed to the Subleased Premises, such improvements and 
modifications may not be removed or modified in any way by Subtenant upon termination or expiration of this Sublease. 
Improvements and modifications made under this paragraph shall be solely at Subtenant’s expense, and Subtenant shall be 
entitled to no compensation for such improvements and modifications. 

 
11. Performance by Sublandlord. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Sublease, Sublandlord shall have no obligation (a) to furnish or provide, or 
cause to be furnished or provided, any repairs, restoration, alterations or other work, or electricity, water, or other utilities 
or services, or (b) to comply with or perform or, except as expressly provided in this Sublease, to cause the compliance 
with or performance of, any of the terms and conditions required to be performed by Primary Landlord pursuant to the 
terms of the Primary Lease. Subtenant hereby agrees that Primary Landlord is solely responsible for the performance of 
the foregoing obligations, to the extent they exist under the Primary Lease. Notwithstanding the foregoing, upon the 
written request of Subtenant, Sublandlord shall make a written demand upon Primary Landlord to perform its obligations 
under the Primary Lease with respect to the Subleased Premises if Primary Landlord fails to perform same within the time 
frame and in the manner required pursuant to the Primary Lease; provided, however, Subtenant shall not be required to 
bring any action against the Primary Landlord to enforce its obligations. In the event Sublandlord makes written demand 
upon Primary Landlord or brings an action against Primary Landlord to enforce Primary Landlord’s obligations under the 
Primary Lease with respect to the Subleased Premises, all costs and expenses (including without limitation reasonable 
attorneys’ fees and expenses) so incurred by Sublandlord in connection therewith shall be deemed “Additional Rent” and 
shall be due and payable by Subtenant to Sublandlord within thirty (30) days after notice from Sublandlord. 

  
12. No Privity of Estate; No Privity of Contract. 
Nothing in this Sublease shall be construed to create privity of estate or privity of contract between Subtenant and Primary 
Landlord.  

  
13. No Breach of Primary Lease. 
Subtenant shall not do or permit to be done any act or thing, or omit to do anything, which may constitute a breach or 
violation of any term, covenant or condition of the Primary Lease, notwithstanding whether such act, thing or omission is 
permitted under the terms of this Sublease. 

  
14. Subtenant Defaults. 
If Subtenant fails to cure a default under this Sublease within any applicable grace or cure period contained in the Primary 
Lease (as such applicable grace or cure period is modified by this Sublease), Sublandlord, after fourteen (14)  days’ notice 
to Subtenant, shall have the right, but not the obligation, to seek to remedy any such default on the behalf of, and at the 
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expense of, Subtenant, provided, however, that Sublandlord may remedy any such default without being required first to 
give notice to Subtenant in the case of: (i) a life-, safety-, or property-related emergency, or (ii) a default that must be 
cured within a time frame set forth in the Primary Lease and that does not allow sufficient time for prior notice to be given 
to Subtenant. Any reasonable cost and expense (including, without limitation, reasonable attorneys’ fees and expenses) so 
incurred by Sublandlord shall be deemed Additional Rent and shall be due and payable by Subtenant to Sublandlord within 
thirty (30) days after notice from Sublandlord. 
  
If Subtenant fails to pay any installment of Rent or Additional Rent within five (5) days after the due date of such payment, 
Subtenant shall pay to Sublandlord, as Additional Rent, a “late charge” of $200 per day for the purposes of defraying the 
expense of handling such delinquent payment. 
 
15. Consents. 
Whenever the consent or approval of Primary Landlord is required pursuant to the terms of the Primary Lease, Subtenant 
shall also be obligated to obtain the written consent or approval of Primary Landlord. Sublandlord shall, if requested by 
Subtenant, promptly make such consent request on behalf of Subtenant, and Subtenant shall promptly provide any 
information or documentation that Primary Landlord may request. Subtenant shall reimburse Sublandlord, not later than 
thirty (30) days after written demand by Sublandlord, for any fees and disbursements of attorneys, architects, engineers or 
others charged by Primary Landlord in connection with any consent or approval. Sublandlord shall have no liability of 
any kind to Subtenant for Primary Landlord’s failure to give its consent or approval. 
 
16. Assignment or Subletting. 
Subtenant shall not sublet all or any portion of the Subleased Premises or assign, encumber, mortgage, pledge or otherwise 
transfer this Sublease (by operation of law or otherwise) or any interest therein, without the prior written consent of: (a) 
Sublandlord, which consent may be withheld in its sole and absolute discretion, and (b) Primary Landlord. Sublandlord 
has absolute discretion over whether to consent to any proposed sublease, assignment, transfer, or other encumbrance 
requested by Subtenant. 

   
17. Indemnity. 
In addition to the indemnity obligations, if any, under the Primary Lease assumed by Subtenant under the terms of this 
Sublease, Subtenant shall indemnify and hold harmless Sublandlord from any claims, liabilities and damages that 
Sublandlord may sustain as a result of a breach by Subtenant of this Sublease. 

  
18. Release. 
Subtenant hereby releases Sublandlord or anyone claiming through or under Sublandlord by way of subrogation or 
otherwise. Subtenant hereby releases Primary Landlord or anyone claiming through or under Primary Landlord by way of 
subrogation or otherwise to the extent that Sublandlord releases Primary Landlord pursuant to the terms of the Primary 
Lease. Subtenant shall cause its insurance carriers to include any clauses or endorsements in favor of Sublandlord, Primary 
Landlord and any additional parties, which Sublandlord is required to provide pursuant to the provisions of the Primary 
Lease. 
 
19. Notices. 
All notices and other communications required or permitted under this Sublease shall be given in the same manner as in 
the Primary Lease. Notices shall be addressed to the addresses set forth below: 
  

To Subtenant: 
 
Star Trail Naturals California 
  
131-A Stony Circle 
 
Santa Rosa, CA 95401 
 

To Sublandlord: 
 
STOMCA LLC 
 
131-A Stony Circle 
 
Santa Rosa, CA 95401 
 

To Primary Landlord: 
 
Volker Rosenfelder 
 
1400 Freestone Valley Ford Rd. 
 
Bodega, CA 94922 

 
 

21.  Entire Agreement. 
This Sublease contains the entire agreement between the parties with respect to the subject matter contained herein and 
all prior negotiations and agreements are merged herein. In the event any provisions of this Sublease are held to be invalid 
or unenforceable in any respect, the validity, legality or enforceability of the remaining provisions of this Sublease shall 
remain unaffected. 
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22.  Amendments and Modifications. 
This Sublease may not be modified or amended in any manner other than by a written agreement signed by the Party to 
be charged, or as otherwise provided herein. 

  
23.  Successors and Assigns. 

The covenants and agreements contained in this Sublease shall bind and inure to the benefit of Sublandlord and Subtenant 
and their respective permitted successors and assigns. 

  
24.  Counterparts. 

This Sublease may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of which when so executed and delivered shall be 
deemed an original for all purposes, and all such counterparts shall together constitute but one and the same instrument. 
A signed copy of this Sublease delivered by either facsimile or e-mail shall be deemed to have the same legal effect as 
delivery of an original signed copy of this Sublease.  

  
25.  Defined Terms. 

All capitalized terms not otherwise defined in this Sublease shall have the definitions contained in the Primary Lease. 
  
26.  Choice of Law. 

This Sublease shall be governed by, and construed in accordance with, the laws of the State of California, without regard 
to conflict of law rules. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Sublease as of the date first above written. 
  

SUBTENANT 

Star Trail Naturals California 

SUBLANDLORD 

STOMCA LLC 

Date: ______________________ 

Signature: __________________ 
 
Name:  
 
Title:  

Date: ______________________ 

Signature: __________________ 
 
Name:   
 
Title:  
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AGRICULTURAL LEASE AGREEMENT 
 

This Agricultural Lease Agreement (“Lease Agreement”) is made effective as of March 1, 2017 
(“Effective Date”), by and between Volker Rosenfelder (“Landlord”), an individual, and 
STOMCA LLC (“Tenant”), a limited liability company organized and existing under the laws of 
the State of California (individually each a “Party” and, collectively, the “Parties”).  

Background  

Landlord is owner of the real property parcel located at 1400 Freestone Valley Ford Road, 
Valley Ford, CA, 94972 (APN 026-080-008-000), including all improvements owned by 
landlord thereon, together with all rights, privileges and easements appurtenant thereto (the 
“Property”). Landlord and Tenant desire that Tenant lease a portion of the Property (the 
“Premises”) for agricultural use under the terms of this Agreement. The boundaries of the 
Premises are as shown in Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated herein.  

Landlord and Tenant agree as follows:   

1. Lease, Term and Rent 

1.1 Lease.  Landlord leases the Premises to Tenant for the uses set forth in 
Section 2.1. 

1.2 Term. This Lease Agreement shall commence as of the Effective Date and shall 
continue for a period of five years (“Term”).  

1.3 Renewal Term. Tenant shall be entitled to extend the Term for up to seven (7) 
additional one year periods (“Renewal Terms”). Unless Tenant provides written notice 
no less than sixty (60) days before the expiration of the Term or a Renewal Term of 
Tenant’s intent not to renew this Lease Agreement, upon conclusion of the Term or 
Renewal Term this Lease Agreement shall automatically be extended for an additional 
Renewal Term. 

1.4 Security Deposit. 

1.5  Rent. 

(REDACTED FOR CONFIDENTIALITY)

(REDACTED FOR CONFIDENTIALITY)
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2. Use and Operations. 

2.1 Tenant Uses.  The leased Premises shall be used for the purposes of farming, planting, 
growing, and harvesting of cannabis, including but not limited to cannabis cultivation in 
greenhouses, hoop houses, or other enclosed areas; indoor and outdoor cannabis 
cultivation; maintaining a nursery; and all other activities and conduct incidental or 
necessary thereto, including any and all commercial cannabis activity that Tenant 
may be permitted to conduct under state and local laws and regulations. 

2.2 Landlord Uses of Property. During the Term and any Renewal Terms, Landlord shall 
not conduct or permit any others to conduct on the Property any commercial cannabis 
activities, including, but not limited to, any of the uses identified in Section 2.1. The 
failure by Landlord to comply with this restriction shall be a material breach of this Lease 
Agreement. 

2.3 Compliance with Law. Tenant shall comply with all laws, rules, orders, ordinances, 
directions, regulations, and requirements of any state, county, and municipal authorities 
now in force or which may hereafter be in force, that impose any duty upon Landlord or 
Tenant with respect to the use, occupation, or alteration of the Premises. Landlord shall 
be entitled to inspect the Premises as provided in Section 5.3 for purposes of verifying 
compliance. 

(a) California Law. Landlord acknowledges that Tenant (or a subtenant in 
possession of the Premises under a sublease entered into pursuant to Section 4 
of this Lease Agreement) may use, and hereby expressly permits the Tenant to 
use, the Premises to conduct commercial cannabis activity, provided that the 
activity complies with all applicable California law applicable to cannabis-
related activities, including the California Compassionate Use Act of 1996 
(California Health & Safety Code Section 11362.5) (“CUA”), the Medical 
Marijuana Program Act (California Health & Safety Code Sections 11362.7 et 
seq.) (“MMPA”), the Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act (Cal. Bus. 
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& Prof. Code. § 19300 et seq.) (“MCRSA”), the Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
(“AUMA”), and the California Attorney General’s Guidelines for the Security 
and Non-Diversion of Marijuana Grown for Medical Use (August 2008) (“AG 
Guidelines”).   

(b) Local Law. Tenant’s use of the Premises must also comply with all applicable 
local and county ordinances and regulations, including, but not limited to, those 
concerning zoning designations, water usage, environmental impact, and all 
permit requirements relating to or affecting Tenant’s use of the Premises. 

(c) Approval Process. In the event any permit, application, license or other approval 
(“Approval Process”) is available and required by any applicable federal 
government or any state, city, county, other applicable municipality or authority, 
either as of the Effective Date or after, with respect to Tenant’s use of the 
Premises, Tenant shall promptly comply with any such Approval Process, and 
Landlord shall cooperate with Tenant in its efforts to do so, including, without 
limitation, by supplying required information and documentation. Tenant’s 
failure to comply with, or take all reasonably necessary steps towards 
compliance with, any such Approval Process within sixty (60) days (or such 
sooner time as may be required by any such Approval Process) shall be a 
default hereunder. Tenant shall provide notice to Landlord of any Approval 
Process of which it becomes aware and shall provide Landlord notice of all 
communications regarding such Approval Process.  

(d) Legal Impossibility. In the event it becomes impossible or impracticable for 
Tenant to lawfully use the Premises as contemplated under this Lease 
Agreement, including, but not limited to, because Tenant is unable to obtain 
any mandatory local permit or state license, Tenant shall have the option to 
terminate this lease and, upon vacating the Premises, shall be liable for no 
further Rent. 

2.4 Premises Condition. Tenant will maintain the Premises and its improvements 
during the Term and, if applicable, any Renewal Periods in as good condition as it was at 
the commencement of the Term, normal wear and depreciation excepted. 

2.5  Maintenance. Tenant will maintain the Premises in a good and organized 
condition, including, without limitation, free of trash, debris, and unused equipment. 
Tenant may, at its option, remove dead, dying, or dangerous trees on the Premises. 

2.6 Soil Conservation.  Tenant will take measures to control soil erosion on the 
Premises, keep in good repair all open ditches, inlets and outlets of tile drains; preserve 
all established watercourses or ditches; and refrain from any operation or practice that 
will injure such structures. 
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2.7 Improvements and Modifications. Tenant may, at Tenant’s expense and 
without Landlord’s approval, provided that Tenant causes no environmental harm to the 
Premises or negatively effects the value of the Premises, (a) make reasonable 
modifications to the Premises necessary to enable water storage and water usage 
consistent with the uses of the Premises permitted under this Lease  Agreement, (b) make 
modifications or improvements to the Premises required by the State of California or any 
local government entity for purposes of obtaining state or local permits or licenses, or 
otherwise required by the State of California or any local government entity for purposes 
of complying with laws concerning cultivation of cannabis, and (c) construct or otherwise 
make improvements or modifications and alter, reconstruct, or add to the existing 
improvements reasonably necessary for carrying out the uses of the Premises allowed 
under this Lease Agreement, including the construction of structures for overnight 
lodging of Tenant staff responsible for carrying out Tenant’s operations on the Premises. 
Tenant shall also perform tree maintenance as necessary due to weather events and for 
shading purposes, as reasonably instructed by Landlord. All personal property associated 
with improvements to the Premises made at Tenant’s expense shall belong to Tenant. 
Property and materials associated with improvements to the Premises made at Tenant’s 
expense and affixed to the Premises shall not be removed by Tenant except where 
required due to enforcement of a lien attached to the property or materials. 

2.8 Storage.  Tenant may store farming equipment and other personal property used 
for normal farming operations on the Premises. Tenant is responsible for the security of 
equipment, supplies or any other personal property stored on the Premises. Landlord will 
not be liable for any claims arising from theft, loss, or damage of personal property left or 
stored on the Premises.  

2.9 Management Responsibility. Tenant is responsible for the planning, 
management, and carrying out of Tenant’s operations on the Premises. Landlord 
acknowledges and agrees that such planning, management, and carrying out of operations 
may require Tenant to maintain staff presence on the Premises at all times, and Landlord 
consents to such presence. Tenant will pay all expenses associated with its operations, 
including procuring necessary tools and equipment, seeds, and fertilizers, and for hiring, 
monitoring, and paying for any labor Tenant uses for planting, harvesting, irrigation, and 
cultivation.  Tenant agrees to supervise all employees and agents while on the Premises. 

3. Water Uses and Utilities.  

3.1 Water Supply.  Landlord agrees that Tenant may collect and use water to the 
full extent of applicable water rights and as reasonably required by the uses of the 
Premises pursuant to this Lease Agreement. Landlord further agrees that Tenant may take 
all reasonable steps, including without limitation modification of facilities on the 
Premises, necessary to comply with requests from any government agency concerning 
usage and storage of water on the Premises.   
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3.2 Irrigation System. Tenant is responsible for building and maintaining all 
infrastructure necessary to transport water as necessary throughout the Premises, 
including, without limitation, piping, drip tape, sprinklers, and valves. Tenant is 
responsible for maintaining Tenant’s irrigation infrastructure. 

3.3  Use and Runoff.  Tenant will use water responsibly and sustainably, including 
taking actions necessary to prevent erosion on the Premises and to control the flow of 
excess irrigation water and runoff. 

3.4 Utilities. Landlord shall cause all necessary utilities to be delivered to or made 
available to the Premises and the Tenant. 

4.  Sub-Letting. Upon obtaining Landlord’s written permission, which Landlord shall not 
unreasonably withhold, Tenant shall be permitted to enter into sublease agreements 
granting occupancy to all or a portion of the Premises. Landlord hereby consents to Tenant 
subleasing a portion or all of the Premises to Star Trail Naturals, a California mutual 
benefit corporation, for use of the Premises under terms substantially identical to the terms 
of this Lease Agreement. Landlord shall provide written consent to a sublease consistent 
with this paragraph. This Lease Agreement shall be null and void in the event that the 
Landlord, for any reason, refuses or fails to provide written consent to the sublease to Star 
Trail Naturals or unreasonably refuses to provide written consent to any other sublease 
consistent with this paragraph. 

5. Other Property Matters  

5.1 Encumbrances. The Premises is improved real property in Sonoma County and 
is subject to all easements, rights of way, restrictions and encumbrances presently 
affecting the property.   

5.2 Property Taxes. The Landlord agrees to pay all real property taxes and 
assessments associated with the Premises, except that Tenant shall pay Landlord an 
amount equal to any increase in property taxes owed by Landlord for any year compared 
to the previous year to the extent such increase is attributable to Tenant’s improvements 
or modifications to the Premises. 

5.3 Access by Landlord. With twenty-four (24) hour notice, Landlord shall have 
the right to enter the Premises for the purpose of inspecting the condition of the Premises 
and making repairs, and for taking any action Landlord believes is appropriate to confirm 
Tenant’s compliance with this Lease Agreement or to protect Landlord’s interest in the 
Premises. Landlord shall not show the Premises to prospective tenants, prospective 
purchases, inspectors, fire marshals, lenders, appraisers, or insurance agents without the 
express prior consent of the Tenant, which shall not be unreasonably withheld.   
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6. Lease Expiration and Termination  

6.1 Surrender of Premises. Upon the expiration of the Term or Renewal Term, 
Tenant shall surrender the Premises in as good a state and condition as it was at the 
commencement of this Lease Agreement, reasonable wear and tear and damages by the 
elements excepted. 

6.2 Termination by Landlord.  The Landlord may terminate this Lease Agreement 
in writing in the event that Tenant violates material provisions or conditions of this lease. 
However, Landlord shall not terminate this Lease Agreement without first providing 
Tenant a 30-day notice citing the cause of termination and allowing an opportunity to 
correct the default. 

6.3 Termination by Tenant. Tenant may terminate this Lease Agreement upon (a) 
failure of the water supply, whether in terms of quantity, reliability or quality; 
(b) occurrence of fire, flood, or other similar physical event that materially interferes with 
Tenant’s ability to use the Premises, or (c) a material breach of this agreement by 
Landlord. Such a termination will be effective fifteen (15) days after delivery by Tenant 
to Landlord of a notice of termination. 

6.4 Termination Due to Foreclosure. In the event that Tenant’s leasehold interest 
in the Premises is extinguished due to a lender foreclosure on the Property, regardless of 
the basis for the foreclosure, Tenant shall be entitled to damages to Tenant’s leasehold 
interest in the amount of either (a) the total Rent paid under the Term, if such foreclosure 
occurs during the Term, or (b) the total Rent paid during the twelve months preceding 
such foreclosure, if such foreclosure occurs during any Renewal Term (“Foreclosure 
Damages Amount”), and Landlord grants Tenant an interest equal to the Foreclosure 
Damages Amount in the foreclosure proceeds, such interest being superior to Landlord’s 
interest. 

7. Limitation of Tenant Liability. Landlord agrees not to hold Tenant liable for losses 
incurred by Landlord, including losses due to claims against Landlord by third parties 
related to Tenant’s presence on the Premises, not caused by a breach of this Lease 
Agreement or Tenant’s negligence or willful acts or omissions. 

8. Indemnification and Release  

8.1 Indemnification by Tenant. Tenant hereby agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold 
Landlord harmless from and against all losses, liabilities, obligations, costs, expenses, 
and damages resulting from any claim, demand, or cause of action of whatever kind or 
character arising out of, connected with, or otherwise related to the use or occupancy of 
the Premises by Tenant, its agents, its employees, or its invitees.  

8.2 Indemnification by Landlord. Landlord hereby agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold 
Tenant harmless from and against all losses, liabilities, obligations, costs, expenses, and 
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damages resulting from any claim, demand, or cause of action of whatever kind or 
character arising out of, connected with, or otherwise related to the use or occupancy of 
the Property by Landlord, its agents, its employees, or its invitees.  

9. General Provisions  

9.1 Governing Law. This Agreement shall be governed by, and construed and 
enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of California (excluding conflicts of 
law principals). Landlord and Tenant consent to the exclusive jurisdiction of the state and 
federal courts for Sonoma County, California.  

9.2 Cooperation with Applications for Permits, Licenses, or other Entitlements. 
In the event that any use of the Premises contemplated under this Lease Agreement 
requires, either as of the effective date or at any time during the Term or Renewal Term, 
Tenant to apply for and obtain a permit, license, or other entitlement under California or 
local law, regulation, or ordinance, Landlord shall cooperate with Tenant in its efforts to 
submit required applications, including, without limitation, by supplying required 
information and documentation. 

9.3 Warranties and Representations Regarding Condition of Premises. 
Landlord represents that it is aware of no conditions on the Premises that violate state or 
local laws, regulations, codes, or other legal requirements. Landlord warrants that the 
Premises is free of defects that would prevent or unreasonably interfere with Tenant’s use 
of the Premises. In the event that any condition that existed of the Effective Date renders 
Tenant’s contemplated use of the Premises unlawful or impracticable, Landlord shall be 
responsible for remedying the condition, and Tenant shall have the right to terminate this 
Lease Agreement if Landlord fails to remedy all such conditions within thirty (30) days. 

9.4 Dispute Resolution.  Should any dispute, controversy or claim arising out of or 
relating to this Lease Agreement arise, or the breach thereof, the parties shall first select a 
mutually agreed-upon mediator and attempt to resolve the matter without legal process. 

9.5 Attorneys’ Fees. In the event that either the Landlord or the Tenant shall 
institute any action or proceeding against the other relating to the provisions of this 
Lease, or any default hereunder, the Party that does not prevail with respect to a cause 
of action shall reimburse the successful party for the reasonable expenses of attorneys' 
fees incurred by the successful party in connection with that cause of action. The success 
of either party in obtaining monetary or other relief shall not be determinative of which 
Party is the prevailing party with respect to a cause of action for purposes of awarding 
attorneys' fees. The tribunal having jurisdiction over the action or proceeding shall 
determine which party, in consideration of all the circumstances and equities, shall 
be considered the prevailing party for purposes of this paragraph.  
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9.6 Binding Effect. The covenants, obligations and conditions herein contained 
shall be binding on and inure to the benefit of the heirs, legal representatives, and assigns 
of the Parties hereto. 

9.7 No Effect Given to Section Headings. The paragraph headings and titles 
appearing in this Lease Agreement are inserted only as a matter of convenience and in no 
way define, limit, construe, or describe the scope or intent of such paragraphs or in any 
way affect this Lease Agreement. 

9.8 Severability. If any term or provision hereof is illegal or invalid for any reason 
whatsoever, such illegality or invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remainder of 
this Lease. 

9.9 Integration and Modification. The Parties hereby agree that this document 
contains the entire agreement between the Parties. This Lease Agreement shall not be 
modified, changed, altered or amended in any way except through a written amendment 
signed by all of the Parties hereto. The requirement of a written amendment signed by all 
parties shall not apply to Exhibit A, which the Parties may agree to amend by including a 
verbal description of the boundaries of the Premises.   

9.10 Recordation. Tenant shall have the right to record a memorandum of lease 
(“Memorandum”) with the Sonoma County Recorder’s Office. The Memorandum shall 
include the Effective Date, the names and addresses of the Parties, a description of the 
Premises, legal description of the real property, the Term and Renewal Terms provisions, 
addresses for notices, Section 6.4, and a reference to this full, unrecorded Lease 
Agreement. 

9.11 Notice. Any notice required or permitted under this Lease or under state law 
shall be delivered to the following addresses, as applicable:  

 
Notice to Tenant:  

Address:  
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
Email address:   
 
_____________________ 

 

Notice to Landlord:  

Address:  
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
Email address:   
 
_____________________ 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this Lease Agreement as of the date 





EXHIBIT A to Agricultural Lease Agreement  1 

EXHIBIT A 

 



EXHIBIT A to Agricultural Lease Agreement  2 

 

 

 

 



RLG Draft 3/2/2017 

 

EXHIBIT B 

SUBLEASED PREMISES 
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Statement of Operator Qualifica3ons 
Star Trail Naturals California 
11.15.23 
 

a. Operator is Alexander Bohn, and operator has NO felony convic3ons. 
b. Star Trail Naturals does not have any employees. On occasion it u3lizes some contractors 

through licensed and insured firms, all of which are over 21 years of age. 
c. Operator is not opera3ng or in applica3on for any other cannabis permits. 



Proposal Statement 
VG Freestone LLC 

 
a. Description of the Existing Use and Property 

i. There is a gravel road easement at the west side main entrance to the 
property that is a shared driveway that goes up the hill to the residence 
on the parcel as well as two neighboring parcels.  

ii. There is a legal residence on site at the top of the hill, outside of the 
cultivation premises. As an agricultural use, there is existing grazing use 
on most of the rest of the parcel, primarily sheep. The cultivation 
premises is currently being used for permitted and licensed cannabis 
cultivation, which has been operating since 2017. Once approved, this 
CUP will replace the existing zoning permits for outdoor cultivation on 
the same area, as requested by the county per the recent moratorium on 
multi-tenant operations with Zoning Permits. 

iii. YES the project is subject to a Land Conservation (Williamson) Act. 
***Attach copy of contract*** 

iv. The highest natural slope of cannabis cultivation is 2% 
b. Description of the Proposed Cannabis Use and Operational Plan 

i. The cannabis use will be for outdoor cultivation, up to 1 acre (43,560 
square feet) of canopy, plus up to 4,350 square feet of propagation 
space. The cultivation location will be in the flat fenced cultivation area in 
the valley east of the creek within the fenced area and outside of the 
setbacks. The same cultivation area that has been approved and 
cultivated on for several years under the approved existing zoning 
permits. 

ii. No new structures are proposed, nor does anything need to be legalized. 
iii. Cannabis will not be processed onsite, ie drying/curing/trimming of dry 

flower. The cannabis will be harvested and frozen fresh. 
c. Description of how the project will meet the Cannabis Land Use Ordinance Development 

Criteria (26-88-254(f)). 
i. There are no structural facilities that will be used. 

ii. The cultivation area will be at most 43,560 square feet of cultivation 
canopy, plus up to 4,350 square feet of propagation space / immature 
plant area.  

iii. The cultivation area is set back over 100’ from every property line, over 
100’ back from the Ebiabas Creek, and over 300’ from the closest corner 
of the neighboring residential structure. This has all been verified by 
Sonoma County for years under the existing Zoning Permits. 

iv. There are no “sensitive uses” near the cultivation site, such as churches, 
parks, schools, daycares, etc. It is a rural area neighbored by large rural 
ag parcels. 

v. No existing structures will be used for the cannabis operations. 
vi. Biotic Assessment Attached, has already been verified and approved by 

Sonoma County as well as the Department of Cannabis Control. 



vii. Farmland Protection: No crops will be removed. Cannabis cultivation of a 
comparable size on the footprint under the zoning permits will be replaced 
by cannabis cultivation under the conditional use permit. 

viii. Fire Safety Plan is attached for reference. 
ix. Grading and Access: The slope of the cultivation site ranges between 0 

and 2%, it is a flat site. Access to the site from Freestone Valley Ford 
Road is through the driveway to 1400, and through the gate and door on 
the left side at the southwest corner of the fenced area. 

x. Hazardous Materials: 
1. Nutrients: Crab meal, feather meal, gypsum, fish hydrosolate, 

Nature’s Pride granular, Botanicare Pure Blend Pro, CalMag 
2. Medium: The cultivation will occur in raised beds full of soil that 

has been grown in for the past several grow seasons.  
3. Pest control methods: Beneficial Insects, Mineral Oils and Teas, 

No chemical pesticides. 
xi. Motion sensor lighting on outside and inside of fenced area at entrance 

and perimeter ***Mark lighting on the map*** 
xii. Stormwater Management Plan ***Attached*** 

xiii. Security and Fencing Plan ***Attached*** 
d. Description of how the project will meet the Cannabis Land Use Ordinance Operating 

Standards (26-88-254(g)). Please provide copies of any studies or documentation in the 
following areas: 

i. Odor Control Plan: The cannabis will be cultivated as it has for several 
years without problems with odor, grown in an agricultural zone with 
adequate setbacks from neighboring parcels and residences. 

ii. The energy source is PGE electricity / Sonoma Clean Power, and the 
operation uses minimal power compared to it’s output, primarily for 
operating pumps, charging tools and phones, internet and cameras, and 
freezers for the fresh frozen. 

iii. The hours of operation are typically 7am to 8pm during the grow season, 
with extended hours of operation during the harvest season of September-
October depending on weather, fires, power, etc. During the harvest and 
especially emergency situations we need to be able to adapt and work 
when we need to work in order to ensure that the medicine is harvested 
and preserved in a safe and healthy state for the patients who depend on it. 

iv. Outdoor activity areas will be conducted within the fenced area. **What 
are outdoor activity areas?** 

v. Waste Management Plan **Attached** 
vi. Water Supply and Management Plan **Attached, there is a supplemental 

application** 
vii. Wastewater Management Plan **Attached** 
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Permit Sonoma 
Attn: Planning Dept. 
2550 Ventura Avenue      Job # 23028 Volker_Freestone Vly Ford 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403  
(707) 565-1900 
August 29, 2023 

Proposal Statement for Williamson Act Conformance 
Address: 1400 Freestone Valley Ford Road, Bodega CA 
APN: 026-080-008 
Williamson Act Contract Number: 1994 0025933 
 

To whom it may concern: 

1400 Freestone Valley Ford Road is a 12.2-acre Rural Residential property located in Sonoma County and 
currently under the Williamson Act.  The property currently consists of 0.112 acres of residential structures 
including a single-family dwelling, garage, and multiple agricultural and storage sheds.  The parcel will also 
be applying for a Use Permit for a 1.667-acre cannabis farm under a future separate permit. 

It has been brought to the attention of the property owner that the Williamson Act no longer allows for 
grazing land to count toward this property’s compliance with the Williamson Act Contract.  As a result, the 
property owner is proposing a planting plan to conform with the 50% prime agricultural planting 
requirements of the Williamson Act Contract.  The client intends to plant 5.62 acres of mixed berries and 
0.48 acres of mixed orchard, for a total of 6.1 acres of prime agricultural crops, including the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This 6.1 acres of prime agricultural crops will satisfy the Williamson Act Contract for this property and the 
requirement of 50% of the property being dedicated to prime agricultural crops. 

 

MIXED ORCHARD (0.48 acres) 
Type of Fruit or Nut Quantity 
Apple 4 
Quince 1 
Persimmon 3 
Plum  14 
Mulberry 1 
Almond 3 
Blackberry Vine, thorned 3 
Blackberry Vine, thornless 1 
Elderberry Bush 1 
Grape Vine 2 
Strawberry Bush (not traditional 
strawberries) 3 

MIXED BERRIES (5.62 acres) 
Type of Fruit or Nut Quantity 
Boysenberry  20 
Legacy-Delicious Blueberry 30 
Biloxi-Southern Blueberry 30 
Biloxi Large Blueberry 20 
Sweet Blackberry  20 
Nantahala Red Primocane 20 
Anne Yellow Primocane 20 
Gooseberry Giggles Gold 20 
Pixwell Gooseberry 20 
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The attached Land Conservation Plan shows the subject parcel and the areas which will be dedicated to 
prime agricultural crops.   

The attached Agricultural Preserve Application Income Statement and associated calculations show that this 
planting plan will meet the annual income requirements of $1,000/acre for berries and $200/acre for 
orchards, for a total annual income generation requirement of $5,620 from berries and $96 from the orchard. 

The property owner intends to go through the non-renewal process of the Williamson Act contract, initiated 
by County, which included their current compliance and a planned phase out through the remainder of the 
contract which is set to end on December 31, 2032.   

We trust that this letter and the enclosed plan, documents, and forms will satisfy the requirements of the 
Williamson Act Contract and allow for a future Use Permit submittal to facilitate the proposed cannabis farm 
under a separate permit. 

 

Thank you and please feel free to contact me with any questions or additional requirements. 

Warm regards, 

Robert Osborn, P.E. 
Principal, NorCal Civil Engineering Inc. 
(707)-387-0263 
Robert@NorCalCivil.com 
 

Enclosures: 

Land Conservation Plan (8.5” x 11”) 

PJR-065 Agricultural Preserve Application Income Statement and additional calculations sheet 

PJR-098 Land Conservation Plan 
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Permit Sonoma 
Attn: Planning Dept. 
2550 Ventura Avenue      Job # 23028 Volker_Freestone Vly Ford 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403  
(707) 565-1900 
August 29, 2023 

Proposal Statement for Williamson Act Conformance 
Address: 1400 Freestone Valley Ford Road, Bodega CA 
APN: 026-080-008 
Williamson Act Contract Number: 1994 0025933 
 

To whom it may concern: 

1400 Freestone Valley Ford Road is a 12.2-acre Rural Residential property located in Sonoma County and 
currently under the Williamson Act.  The property currently consists of 0.112 acres of residential structures 
including a single-family dwelling, garage, and multiple agricultural and storage sheds.  The parcel will also 
be applying for a Use Permit for a 1.667-acre cannabis farm under a future separate permit. 

It has been brought to the attention of the property owner that the Williamson Act no longer allows for 
grazing land to count toward this property’s compliance with the Williamson Act Contract.  As a result, the 
property owner is proposing a planting plan to conform with the 50% prime agricultural planting 
requirements of the Williamson Act Contract.  The client intends to plant 5.62 acres of mixed berries and 
0.48 acres of mixed orchard, for a total of 6.1 acres of prime agricultural crops, including the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This 6.1 acres of prime agricultural crops will satisfy the Williamson Act Contract for this property and the 
requirement of 50% of the property being dedicated to prime agricultural crops. 

 

MIXED ORCHARD (0.48 acres) 
Type of Fruit or Nut Quantity 
Apple 4 
Quince 1 
Persimmon 3 
Plum  14 
Mulberry 1 
Almond 3 
Blackberry Vine, thorned 3 
Blackberry Vine, thornless 1 
Elderberry Bush 1 
Grape Vine 2 
Strawberry Bush (not traditional 
strawberries) 3 

MIXED BERRIES (5.62 acres) 
Type of Fruit or Nut Quantity 
Boysenberry  20 
Legacy-Delicious Blueberry 30 
Biloxi-Southern Blueberry 30 
Biloxi Large Blueberry 20 
Sweet Blackberry  20 
Nantahala Red Primocane 20 
Anne Yellow Primocane 20 
Gooseberry Giggles Gold 20 
Pixwell Gooseberry 20 
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The attached Land Conservation Plan shows the subject parcel and the areas which will be dedicated to 
prime agricultural crops.   

The attached Agricultural Preserve Application Income Statement and associated calculations show that this 
planting plan will meet the annual income requirements of $1,000/acre for berries and $200/acre for 
orchards, for a total annual income generation requirement of $5,620 from berries and $96 from the orchard. 

The property owner intends to go through the non-renewal process of the Williamson Act contract, initiated 
by County, which included their current compliance and a planned phase out through the remainder of the 
contract which is set to end on December 31, 2032.   

We trust that this letter and the enclosed plan, documents, and forms will satisfy the requirements of the 
Williamson Act Contract and allow for a future Use Permit submittal to facilitate the proposed cannabis farm 
under a separate permit. 

 

Thank you and please feel free to contact me with any questions or additional requirements. 

Warm regards, 

Robert Osborn, P.E. 
Principal, NorCal Civil Engineering Inc. 
(707)-387-0263 
Robert@NorCalCivil.com 
 

Enclosures: 

Land Conservation Plan (8.5” x 11”) 

PJR-065 Agricultural Preserve Application Income Statement and additional calculations sheet 

PJR-098 Land Conservation Plan 

 





 

2550 Ventura Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA 95403-2829     (707) 565-1900 
Version: 02/07/2020 Page 1 of 2 

LANDOWNERS STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 
WITH THE WILLIAMSON ACT  PJR-049 

 
 

Permit Sonoma cannot take action on any application for a new structure or use on a parcel restricted by a 
Williamson Act Contract until sufficient evidence is presented to the County that the proposed new use or 
structure is consistent with the Williamson Act Contract.  This questionnaire provides information that enables 
the County to make findings of compliance with the Contract. 

   Property Owner’s Name File Number   

      

   

Site Address City/Town/Zip

Mailing Address  City/Town/Zip 

Email Address   Phone  

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

 
.   

     

 

    

    

   

Assessor’s Parcel Number(s)  Williamson Act Contract Number 

   

  

1.  Description of proposed project

2. Describe the size of each parcel under the contract and explain how the property is currently being used

3. Describe all existing buildings on the property, including their size, location and use.  Please show them on a 
site plan

4. Will the proposed structure or use remove any land area from agricultural production?  Yes               No

5. Describe the agricultural operation; acres devoted to crop or livestock and annual income from the 
agricultural operation.  What is your long-term intent for the property?

6. Explain how any new structures or operations on the parcel will affect the existing agricultural operations on 
the existing parcel or on adjoining or nearby lands.  Does the use/structure displace any agricultural area or 
impair agricultural operations?    



7. Explain how your agricultural operations will not result in any lands being proposed for withdrawal from the 
Williamson Act 

2550 Ventura Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA 95403-2829     (707) 565-1900 
Version: 02/07/2020 Page 2 of 2 

   

   

   

  

   

 

8. The Landowner hereby makes the following representations: 

a. I acknowledge that the activity, use, or construction as proposed will be conducted in such a way as to 
maintain the agricultural viability of the parcel.  

b. I am aware of the provisions of the Williamson Act (Section 51250 of the California Government Code) 
and of the allowable uses on Williamson Act properties as defined by Sonoma County Code and the 
Sonoma County Rules and Regulations for Administration of  Agricultural Preserves. 

c. I understand that AB1492 (Government Code Section 51250) defines specific and substantial penalties if 
construction on the parcel is found by the County of Sonoma or State of California to result in a material 
breach of the contract provisions. 

d. I acknowledge that the contract restricts residential use and that the Department of Conservation has 
indicated that:  “Residences not incidental to an agricultural use are prohibited, and may trigger AB1492 
penalties.  These may include residences for persons or family members not involved with the 
agricultural use, or residence constructed on contracted parcels with no commercial-agricultural use.” 

e. I acknowledge that the activity, use, or construction as proposed is of size and type that would not 
adversely affect the on-site or adjacent farming operations and understand that the County has a “Right 
to Farm” policy. 

f. I understand that it is my sole responsibility as the landowner to ensure that all activities, uses, and 
construction on this parcel are in compliance with the provisions of the Williamson Act, and that those 
activities will not result in a material breach of the Williamson Act contract. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, by their signature below, the Owner and Applicant hereby certify that the information 
set forth in this Landowners Statement of Compliance is true and correct, and that they have read, understand 
and agree to perform the obligations under this Statement. 

Property Owner Signature   

  

   

  

 

     

   

Date

Property Owner Signature Date

Applicant Signature Date











 Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department 
2550 Ventura Avenue Santa Rosa CA  95403-2859 (707) 565-1900 

www.PermitSonoma.org 
Date: 08/16/2017 

CANNABIS TRIP GENERATION
PJR-127 

 

Business Name:______________________________ Location:______________________________ 

Type of Cannabis Operation and Square Footage:_________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________________________________ 
 __________________________________________________________________________ 
Hours of Operation:_________________________________________________________________ 

Special Hours (harvest, rush processing due to climatic conditions, etc.):_______________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please note: ADT means Average Daily Trips.  For purposes of this form, provide traffic generation 
information in one-way trips.  This means that a single round trip is counted as two (2) trips (ADT) i.e., a 
vehicle driving to the property is counted as one trip. The same vehicle leaving the site is counted as a 
second trip. 

Attach pages as necessary to more fully describe any of the items or circumstances found below. 

CANNABIS OPERATIONS 

Cannabis Operations  - Employee traffic using passenger vehicles, in average ADT 

Item Description Existing Proposed* Proposed* Proposed* 
ADT (year round) (harvest (processing 

ADT period) period) 
ADT ADT 
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Cannabis production (___  employees X 3 = ___ 
ADT) 

 
Storage  (___  employees  X 3 = ___ 
ADT) 

 
Administrative     (___ employees  X 3 = ___ 
ADT) 

 
Sales     (___  employees  X 3 = ___ 
ADT) 

 
Processing   (___  employees  X 3 = ___ 
ADT) 

 
Other staff (describe): _________________ 
 
Totals 

* “Proposed” shall mean existing traffic + new traffic if expansion is approved

�



    Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department 
2550 Ventura Avenue Santa Rosa CA  95403-2859 (707) 565-1900 

www.PermitSonoma.org 
Date: 08/16/2017  

Cannabis Operations - Truck traffic associated with cannabis operations (average ADT) 

Item Description Existing 
 
Proposed* 

Cannabis importation 
  Truck loads per year: _______  
  Dates of activity __/__ to __/__ 
  Vehicle type: _____________ 
 
Cannabis disposal 
   Truck loads per year: _______  
   Dates of activity __/__ to __/__ 
   Vehicle type: _____________ 
 
Miscellaneous Deliveries 
   Truck loads per year: _______  
   Dates of activity __/__ to __/__ 
   Vehicle type: _________ 
 
Cannabis transportation to distributor /sales   
Truck loads per year: _______  
   Dates of activity __/__ to __/__ 
   Vehicle type: _________, # of Cases: 
_______ 
 
Miscellaneous visitors, UPS, mail, garbage,   
   etc., list items included: 
   ___________________________________ 
 
Totals 

* “Proposed” shall mean existing traffic + new traffic if expansion is approved

CULTIVATION OPERATIONS 

Employee trips associated with cultivation operations (growing of cannabis) in average ADT 

Item Description Existing Proposed 
Cultivation maintenance (year round) 
  (multiply # of employees X 3 for ADT) 

Cultivation maintenance (part time during 
peak season), (multiply # of employees X 3 for ADT) 
Dates of activity: __/__ to __/__  

Totals 



Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department 
2550 Ventura Avenue Santa Rosa CA  95403-2859 (707) 565-1900 

www.PermitSonoma.org 
Date: 08/16/2017 

SUMMARY (During Non-harvest period) 

Item Description Existing Proposed 

Employee traffic associated with cannabis 
operations  

Truck traffic associated with cannabis 
operations  

Miscellaneous Other traffic generators 

Totals 

Variation in ADT during the course of a typical full production year 

Month Jan Feb Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.  

Totals 

            



Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department 
2550 Ventura Avenue Santa Rosa CA  95403-2859 (707) 565-1900 

www.PermitSonoma.org 
12/14/2018 KRabellino 

Supplemental Application 

Water Use 
Estimated water use in gallons for each month separated by source of water: 

Water source (check all that apply): 

 Municipal source (Must attach documentation.) 

 Recycled water (Must attach documentation of source and permitted storage facility.) 

 Surface water (Must attach documentation of water rights.) 

 Well water / Groundwater Zone:  

If using groundwater on any parcel, is the well located in a high or medium priority basin as defined by 

the State Department of Water Resources?     Yes      No 

If using groundwater, must attach copy of recorded easement allowing access to Sonoma 
County personnel. 
If located in groundwater zone 3 or 4 or in high or medium priority basin, attach: 

1. Documentation to show that proposed use would not result in a net increase in water use on site,

OR
2. A hydrogeological report prepared by a qualified professional providing supporting data and analysis

and certifying that the onsite groundwater supply is adequate to meet the proposed uses and
cumulative projected land uses in the area on a sustainable basis, and that the operation will not:

a. Result in or exacerbate an overdraft condition in basin or aquifer
b. Result in reduction of critical flow in nearby streams, or
c. Result in well interference at offsite wells

Is the project well equipped with a meter and sounding tube or other water level sounding device? 

 Yes      No  

 If yes, describe:   

Describe your waste water management plan (how will you manage storm and waste water to prevent 
the movement of nutrients, sediment, and other contaminants either on site or sanitary sewer):  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total

Municipal

Recycled

Surface 

Groundwater

Total



At-Cost Project Reimbursement
PJR-095 

PROJECT File: ______________________________; request for _________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________. 

I, _______________________________________, the undersigned, hereby authorize the County of Sonoma 
to process the above referenced permit request in accordance with the Sonoma County Code.  I am depositing 
$ _________________ as a  minimum deposit to pay for County staff review, coordination and processing costs 
related to my permit request based on actual staff time expended and other direct costs.  In making this 

deposit, I acknowledge and understand that the deposit may only cover a portion of the total processing 

costs.  Actual costs for staff time are based on hourly rates adopted by the Board of Supervisors in the 

most current Sonoma County fee schedule.  I also understand and agree that I am responsible for paying 

these costs even if the application is withdrawn or not approved.  

I understand and agree to the following terms and conditions of this Reimbursement Agreement: 

1. Time spent by County of Sonoma staff in processing my application  and any direct costs will be billed
against the available deposit.  "Staff time" includes, but is not limited to, time spent reviewing

application materials, site visits, responding by phone or correspondence to inquiries from the

applicant, the applicant's representatives, neighbors and/or interested parties, attendance and

participation at meetings and public hearings, preparation of staff reports and other

correspondence, processing of any appeals, responding to public records act requests or

responding to any legal challenges related to the application.  "Staff" includes any employee of

the  Permit and Resource Management Department (PRMD), the Department of Transportation and

Public Works and/or the Office of the County Counsel.

2. Staff will review the application for completeness and provide me with a good faith estimate of the full
cost of processing the permit.  This good faith estimate will be included in an At-Cost Fee Agreement
The At-Cost Fee Agreement shall be signed by the party responsible for payment of fees, and the
requested additional deposit shall be submitted to PRMD to allow continued processing of the project.

3. If processing costs exceed the available deposit, I will receive quarterly invoices payable within 30 days
of billing.   

4. I understand that the County desires to avoid incurring permit processing costs without having sufficient
funds on deposit. If staff determines that inadequate funds are on deposit for continued processing, staff
shall notify me in writing and request an additional deposit amount estimated necessary to complete
processing of my application. I agree to submit sufficient funds as requested by staff to process the
project through the hearing process within 30 days of the request.

5. If the final cost is less than any additional deposits requested by the County (deposits that exceed the
initial minimum deposit described above), the unused portion of the additional deposit will be refunded
to me within 60 days of final project action.

6. If the final cost is more than the available deposit, I agree to pay the difference within 30 days of billing.

7. If I fail to pay any invoices or requests for additional deposits within 30 days, the County may either stop
processing my permit application, or after conducting a hearing, deny my permit application   If I fail to
pay any invoices after my application is approved,  I understand that my permit may not vest and may
expire, or may be subject to revocation. .
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8. If the County determines that any study submitted by the applicant requires a County-contracted
consultant peer review, I will pay the actual cost of the consultant review.  This cost may vary depending
on the complexity of the analysis.  Selection of any consultant for a peer review shall be at the sole
discretion of the PRMD Director or his designee.  The estimated cost of the peer review shall be paid
prior to the County initiating any peer review by consultant.

9. I agree to pay the actual cost of any public notices for the project as required by State Law and Local
Ordinance.

10. I may, in writing, request a further breakdown or itemization of invoices, but such a request does not alter
my obligation to pay any invoices in accordance with the terms of this agreement.

11. I agree to pay all costs related to permit condition compliance as specified in any conditions of approval
for my permit/entitlement.

Note:  This agreement does not include other agency review fees or the County Clerk Environmental 

Document filing fees. 

Name of Property Owner or Corporate Principal Responsible or Appointed Designee for Payment of all 
County Processing Fees (Please Print): 

Name of Company or Corporation (if applicable): 

Mailing Address of the Property Owner or Corporation/Company responsible for paying processing fees: If a Corporation, please attach a list of the names and titles of Corporate officers authorized to act on behalf of the Corporation 
Signature:*  

Email Address:  

Date: 

Phone Number: 

*ATTENTION - The property owner (or Corporate principal) will be held responsible for all charges.
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Alexander Bohn

Star Trail Naturals California

Star Trail Naturals California / 131-A Stony Circle #500 / Santa Rosa, CA 95401

11-9-22
alexbohn707@gmail.com 707-772-6496
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Star Trail Naturals California 
1400 Freestone Valley Ford Rd. 
Bodega, CA (unincorporated) 
 

WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

Star Trail Naturals California’s Operator anJcipates producing mulJple streams of solid waste, 
including: 
 

1. Human solid waste or garbage 
2. Recyclable solid waste 
3. Commodity Cannabis Green Waste 
4. Non-Commodity cannabis green waste 
5. CulJvaJon-originated non-cannabis solid waste 
6. CulJvaJon-originated recycleable non-cannabis solid waste 
7. CulJvaJon-originated reusable solid waste 
8. Universal solid wastes. In addiJon liquid waste may be produced. All solid and liquid 

wastes will be in compliance with SCAWM BMPs and County of Sonoma standards 
 

 
1. Human Solid Waste or Garbage 

a. Storage: All generated human garbage will be stored in containers with lids with 
locking mechanisms to ensure no tampering. At no Jme will any garbage be 
stored outside of lidded containers. 

b. Handling: All personnel will be trained in proper idenJficaJon, sorJng, and 
storage BMP’s. 

c. Disposal: During the grow season, once per week (or as needed) the operator or 
employees or contractor will transport the garbage to the Sonoma County 
Central Disposal site for proper disposal. 

2. Recyclable Solid Waste 
a. Storage: All generated recyclable solid waste such as cardboard, glass, aluminum, 

plasJc, and other locally recyclable materials will be placed in large lidded 
containers. 

b. Handling: All personnel will be trained in proper idenJficaJon, sorJng, and 
storage BMP’s. 

c. Disposal: During the grow season, once per week (or as needed) the operator or 
employees or contractor will transport the recyclable material to the Sonoma 
County Central Disposal site for proper disposal. 

3. Commodity Cannabis green waste 
a. Storage: Commodity valued waste will be placed in locked harvest storage area 

to await final disposiJon with State Track and Trace protocols and local tax and 
crop loss reporJng. 

b. Handling: Proper and strict procedures and training will be in place to follow 
State and Local protocols and procedures. 



c. Disposal: Once reporJng protocols are met, the waste will be disposed of 
according to state and local protocols and procedures. 

4. Non-Commodity Cannabis green waste: Non-sellable rootballs, stalks, sJcks, stems, 
trimmings, and leaves 

a. Storage: Non-commodity cannabis will be temporarily stored in harvest storage 
area unJl processing is performed. 

b. Handling: Processing will consist of chipping, grinding, cu`ng, or otherwise 
breaking down the waste. At that point the processed material will be added to 
the green waste compost pile, or applied as mulch to the cannabis culJvaJon. 

c. Disposal: No disposal is anJcipated at this Jme as all material will either be 
composted or mulched. 

5. CulJvaJon-originated Non-Cannabis Solid Waste: This waste is anJcipated to be 
containers/packaging of amendments, nutrients/ferJlizers, planJng containers, plasJc 
bags, and other containers. The waste will either be designated as garbage or recyclable 
material. Please see items 1 and 2 for details on the storage, handling, and disposal 
procedures. 

6. Universal Waste: 
a. Storage: These waste will be stored in locked hazardous material lockers located 

within the locked premises. 
b. Handling: All personnel will be trained in proper idenJficaJon, sorJng, and 

storage BMP’s for universal waste. Sonoma County Waste Management Agency 
procedures will be referred and adhered to. 

c. Disposal: As needed, the operator or employee will transport the material to the 
Sonoma County Household Hazardous Facility at the Central Disposal for drop-
off. 

i. Note: if required, the Operator will obtain an EPA ID Number to dispose 
of universal waste in small quanJJes as a business. 

The Operator will monitor all waste storage, handling, and disposal acJviJes on a daily basis. 



Star Trail Naturals California 
1400 Freestone Valley Ford Rd. 
Bodega, CA 

Fire Preven@on Plan 
 

Star Trail Naturals California will implement this Fire Preven@on Plan for construc@on and 
ongoing opera@ons. 
 
Vegeta@ve Management Per SCFC 13A-4(b), a 10-foot buffer surrounding the cul@va@on site will 
be maintained in the grassland will be mowed to 4 inches. 
 
Fire Break Maintenance Around All Structures 

1. Flammable vegeta@on and other combus@ble growth within 10 feet of neighboring 
structures and roadway frontage will be removed. 

2. Dead and dying vegeta@on within 10 feet of neighboring structures and roadway 
frontage will be removed. 

3. Grass and combus@ble vegeta@on within 10 feet of neighboring structures and roadway 
frontage will be mowed to less than 4” in height. 

4. All trees within ten feet of neighboring structures and roadway frontage will be pruned 
to at least six feet above grade. 

5. Combus@ble material will be removed from the premises. 
 
Fire ex@nguishers are placed at strategic loca@ons throughout the premesis with visible signage. 
At least 2,500 gallons of water will always be maintained for fire suppression. 
 
The operator will monitor all security and fire protocols. 



Star Trail Naturals California 
1400 Freestone Valley Ford Rd. 
Bodega, CA 

WASTEWATER DISCHARGE PLAN 
 

Star Trail Naturals California Operator will be using two techniques to water the cannabis 
culMvaMon: Hand watering with hose, and drip/minisprayer irrigaMon. All plants will be in 
ground, in containers above ground, or in garden beds above ground. 
 
Wastewater from the culMvaMon area is not anMcipated. Excess watering or irrigaMon is not 
anMcipated. 
 
The operator expects a limited volume of domesMc wastewater will be produced by operators, 
contractors, and employees. A temporary and fully serviced portable ADA restroom and 
handwash staMon will be used. It will be serviced by the licensed vendor on a regular basis, at 
least weekly during harvest season, and at least monthly during the offseason. The licensed 
vendor will empty, haul, and dispose of all black water when it services the restroom and 
handwash staMon. Operator plans to use any gray water to water non-edible, non-commercial 
plants and trees along the perimeter of the site. As an alternaMve, the licensed vendor may 
empty, haul, and dispose of gray water. 
 
Amount of wastewater anMcipated:   0 
Amount of Excess IrrigaMon anMcipated:  0 
Amount of DomesMc Wastewater AnMcipated:  <100 gallons/week 
Wastewater Disposal:     Licensed wastewater disposal vendor 
 
The operator will monitor irrigaMon (water applicaMon) on a plant by plant basis, and domesMc 
wastewater on a weekly basis. 
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From: Cannabis
To: Shelley Janek
Subject: RE: Security plan approval
Date: Thursday, May 31, 2018 1:16:14 PM

Yes, thank you.  In concur with your determination.
Amy
 
Amy Lyle
Supervising Planner
Comprehensive Planning
www.PermitSonoma.org
County of Sonoma
2550 Ventura Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA 95403
Direct:  707-565-7389 | Office:  707-565-1900
 
 
 

From: Shelley Janek 
Sent: Friday, May 25, 2018 8:38 AM
To: Amy Lyle <Amy.Lyle@sonoma-county.org>
Subject: Security plan approval
 
Hi Amy,
I have reviewed the Security and Fencing Plans for the following addresses and found them to be in
compliance with Ordinance No. 6189, Section 26-88-254 (f) (16) Security and Fencing.
In addition, thorough review of the parcel(s) via the Sonoma County Cannabis Site Evaluation tool,
County ArcGIS layers, and Google Earth imagery have supported that the listed parcel(s) meet
ordinance requirements.
If this is sufficient for PRMD acceptance, please provide PRMD approval documentation.
If you need additional information for review, please let me know.
 
Applicants:
1400 Freestone Valley Ford Rd., Valley Ford
2274 Wellspring Rd., Santa Rosa
230 Gold Ridge Rd., Sebastopol
 
Thank you,
 

Shelley Janek
Environmental Specialist
Land Stewardship Division
Sonoma County Department of Agriculture
 

mailto:Cannabis@sonoma-county.org
mailto:Shelley.Janek@sonoma-county.org
http://www.permitsonoma.org/
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1.0  INTRODUCTION 
 
This “Storm water Management Plan” addresses the poten9al for increased runoff from a rural 
outdoor cannabis cul9va9on opera9on in western Sonoma County.  The quan9ty of addi9onal 
runoff generated by the project, runoff pa=erns and management measures to mi9gate 
flooding poten9al and sedimenta9on are described.   
 
1.1 Site Characteris9cs 
 
The cannabis cul9va9on project is located at 1400 Freestone Valley Ford road, approximately 
one mile west of the community of Valley Ford.  The Star Trails Naturals California site is 
depicted on the a=ached Exhibit.  The Cul9va9on Premises is 73,326 square feet in area and is 
located at the toe of a sloping hillside.  Slopes range from a maximum of 5% at the easterly edge 
of the project to less than 2% at the westerly edge. 
 
Runoff from the site makes its way to Ebabias Creek, an intermi=ent stream at the westerly 
edge of the property.  Ebabias Creek flows north to south and is a tributary to the Estero 
Americano which eventually discharges into Bodega Bay. 
 
1.2 Stormwater Genera9on 
 
The project is an outdoor cannabis cul9va9on farm.  There are no green houses or hoop houses.  
Cannabis plants are cul9vated in open raised beds.  Aisles between the beds are unpaved.  
Vehicle parking areas are unpaved.  The only impervious surfaces created by the project are two 
shipping containers, each 220 square feet in size, for a total of 440 square feet. 
 
The raised cannabis cul9va9on beds are permanent.  There is no seasonal soil disturbance.   
 
In summary, the only project features which create a poten9al for increased storm water runoff 
are the two shipping containers with a combined impervious surface of 440 square feet. 
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1.3 Increase in Storm Water Runoff 
 
The Na9onal Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra9on (NOAA) publishes precipita9on data for 
the western Sonoma County region.  The most recent NOAA 100 year return storm rainfall 
factor for the project site is 1.57 inches over a 60 minute interval. 
 
The amount of impervious surface created by the project is 440 square feet.  The 100 year 
storm would therefore generate 57.5 cubic feet of runoff over a 60 minute interval.  This 
equates to approximately 1 cubic foot (or approximately 7.5 gallons) per minute.  
 
It can therefore be concluded that the increase in storm water runoff created by the project is 
rela9vely insignificant. 
 
1.4 Storm Water Flow Pa=erns 
 
Runoff from the project site travels overland down hill to Ebabias Creek.  There is an unpaved 
driveway on the south side of the project site running up the hill.  A ditch relief channel on the 
south side of the driveway conveys runoff past the project site down to the Creek.  However, the 
ditch relief channel does not convey any project site runoff. 
 
Other than the channel described above, there are no natural or manmade runoff conveyance 
improvements on or near the project site. All runoff flow is overland. 
 
 
2.0 STORM WATER MANAGEMENT MEASURES 
 
The Operators of the Star Trails Naturals California cannabis cul9va9on project have 
implemented measures to retard down slope flow of storm water and to mi9gate sediment 
transport. 
 
Straw wa=les have been deployed across the down slope side of the project site.  The wa=les 
act to delay storm water flow and also to filter sediment par9cles.   
 
Gravel has been placed on open soil areas to prevent soil disturbance. 
 
At the end of the growing season open areas are seeded with a cover crop and straw is cast on 
open soil areas to minimize sediment transport.   
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It should be noted that there is no site ac9vity during the rainy season.  There is no vehicle, 
equipment or foot traffic to disturb soil surfaces and create the poten9al for increased sediment 
genera9on.  
 
 
3.0 SUMMARY 
 
The Star Trails Naturals California cannabis cul9va9on opera9on creates an insignificant increase 
in storm water runoff.  The amount of impervious surface is only 440 square feet and during a 
worst case (100 year return) storm the increase in runoff is only an impercep9ble 7.5 gallons per 
minute. 
 
Never the less, the Star Trails Naturals California management has implemented measures to 
minimize storm water impacts.  The measures described in this Storm Water Management Plan 
are effec9ve in reducing runoff and sedimenta9on transport into Ebabias Creek to pre-project 
levels. 
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Product Name Product Brand Solid/Liquid Mass Volume (gal) Nitrate (N) Phosphorus (P) Potassium (K)
Base+ Grail Nutrients Liquid 600 0 3 3
Part A Grail Nutrients Liquid 270 5 0 3
Part B Grail Nutrients Liquid 300 4 0 4
Part C Grail Nutrients Liquid 55 3 0 5
Part D Grail Nutrients Liquid 55 1 0 6



In estimated gallons per month

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec TOTAL ANNUAL
Well Water 20,000 25,000 35,000    100,000 100,000 100,000 40,000 420,000            

Projected Cultivation-Related Water Use 
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C:\Users\RobO\NC Dropbox\Projects\23028 Volker_Freestone Vly Ford\Docs\Williamson Act Conformance\Application 
docs\Williamson Act Proposal Statement_230828.docx 

Permit Sonoma 
Attn: Planning Dept. 
2550 Ventura Avenue      Job # 23028 Volker_Freestone Vly Ford 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403  
(707) 565-1900 
August 29, 2023 

Proposal Statement for Williamson Act Conformance 
Address: 1400 Freestone Valley Ford Road, Bodega CA 
APN: 026-080-008 
Williamson Act Contract Number: 1994 0025933 
 

To whom it may concern: 

1400 Freestone Valley Ford Road is a 12.2-acre Rural Residential property located in Sonoma County and 
currently under the Williamson Act.  The property currently consists of 0.112 acres of residential structures 
including a single-family dwelling, garage, and multiple agricultural and storage sheds.  The parcel will also 
be applying for a Use Permit for a 1.667-acre cannabis farm under a future separate permit. 

It has been brought to the attention of the property owner that the Williamson Act no longer allows for 
grazing land to count toward this property’s compliance with the Williamson Act Contract.  As a result, the 
property owner is proposing a planting plan to conform with the 50% prime agricultural planting 
requirements of the Williamson Act Contract.  The client intends to plant 5.62 acres of mixed berries and 
0.48 acres of mixed orchard, for a total of 6.1 acres of prime agricultural crops, including the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This 6.1 acres of prime agricultural crops will satisfy the Williamson Act Contract for this property and the 
requirement of 50% of the property being dedicated to prime agricultural crops. 

 

MIXED ORCHARD (0.48 acres) 
Type of Fruit or Nut Quantity 
Apple 4 
Quince 1 
Persimmon 3 
Plum  14 
Mulberry 1 
Almond 3 
Blackberry Vine, thorned 3 
Blackberry Vine, thornless 1 
Elderberry Bush 1 
Grape Vine 2 
Strawberry Bush (not traditional 
strawberries) 3 

MIXED BERRIES (5.62 acres) 
Type of Fruit or Nut Quantity 
Boysenberry  20 
Legacy-Delicious Blueberry 30 
Biloxi-Southern Blueberry 30 
Biloxi Large Blueberry 20 
Sweet Blackberry  20 
Nantahala Red Primocane 20 
Anne Yellow Primocane 20 
Gooseberry Giggles Gold 20 
Pixwell Gooseberry 20 
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The attached Land Conservation Plan shows the subject parcel and the areas which will be dedicated to 
prime agricultural crops.   

The attached Agricultural Preserve Application Income Statement and associated calculations show that this 
planting plan will meet the annual income requirements of $1,000/acre for berries and $200/acre for 
orchards, for a total annual income generation requirement of $5,620 from berries and $96 from the orchard. 

The property owner intends to go through the non-renewal process of the Williamson Act contract, initiated 
by County, which included their current compliance and a planned phase out through the remainder of the 
contract which is set to end on December 31, 2032.   

We trust that this letter and the enclosed plan, documents, and forms will satisfy the requirements of the 
Williamson Act Contract and allow for a future Use Permit submittal to facilitate the proposed cannabis farm 
under a separate permit. 

 

Thank you and please feel free to contact me with any questions or additional requirements. 

Warm regards, 

Robert Osborn, P.E. 
Principal, NorCal Civil Engineering Inc. 
(707)-387-0263 
Robert@NorCalCivil.com 
 

Enclosures: 

Land Conservation Plan (8.5” x 11”) 

PJR-065 Agricultural Preserve Application Income Statement and additional calculations sheet 

PJR-098 Land Conservation Plan 
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LANDOWNERS STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 
WITH THE WILLIAMSON ACT  PJR-049 

 
 

Permit Sonoma cannot take action on any application for a new structure or use on a parcel restricted by a 
Williamson Act Contract until sufficient evidence is presented to the County that the proposed new use or 
structure is consistent with the Williamson Act Contract.  This questionnaire provides information that enables 
the County to make findings of compliance with the Contract. 

   Property Owner’s Name File Number   

      

   

Site Address City/Town/Zip

Mailing Address  City/Town/Zip 

Email Address   Phone  

   

   

   

   

   

   

  

 
.   

     

 

    

    

   

Assessor’s Parcel Number(s)  Williamson Act Contract Number 

   

  

1.  Description of proposed project

2. Describe the size of each parcel under the contract and explain how the property is currently being used

3. Describe all existing buildings on the property, including their size, location and use.  Please show them on a 
site plan

4. Will the proposed structure or use remove any land area from agricultural production?  Yes               No

5. Describe the agricultural operation; acres devoted to crop or livestock and annual income from the 
agricultural operation.  What is your long-term intent for the property?

6. Explain how any new structures or operations on the parcel will affect the existing agricultural operations on 
the existing parcel or on adjoining or nearby lands.  Does the use/structure displace any agricultural area or 
impair agricultural operations?    



7. Explain how your agricultural operations will not result in any lands being proposed for withdrawal from the 
Williamson Act 
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8. The Landowner hereby makes the following representations: 

a. I acknowledge that the activity, use, or construction as proposed will be conducted in such a way as to 
maintain the agricultural viability of the parcel.  

b. I am aware of the provisions of the Williamson Act (Section 51250 of the California Government Code) 
and of the allowable uses on Williamson Act properties as defined by Sonoma County Code and the 
Sonoma County Rules and Regulations for Administration of  Agricultural Preserves. 

c. I understand that AB1492 (Government Code Section 51250) defines specific and substantial penalties if 
construction on the parcel is found by the County of Sonoma or State of California to result in a material 
breach of the contract provisions. 

d. I acknowledge that the contract restricts residential use and that the Department of Conservation has 
indicated that:  “Residences not incidental to an agricultural use are prohibited, and may trigger AB1492 
penalties.  These may include residences for persons or family members not involved with the 
agricultural use, or residence constructed on contracted parcels with no commercial-agricultural use.” 

e. I acknowledge that the activity, use, or construction as proposed is of size and type that would not 
adversely affect the on-site or adjacent farming operations and understand that the County has a “Right 
to Farm” policy. 

f. I understand that it is my sole responsibility as the landowner to ensure that all activities, uses, and 
construction on this parcel are in compliance with the provisions of the Williamson Act, and that those 
activities will not result in a material breach of the Williamson Act contract. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, by their signature below, the Owner and Applicant hereby certify that the information 
set forth in this Landowners Statement of Compliance is true and correct, and that they have read, understand 
and agree to perform the obligations under this Statement. 

Property Owner Signature   

  

   

  

 

     

   

Date

Property Owner Signature Date

Applicant Signature Date
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M E M O R A N D U M  
 
Date:                    March 19, 2018 
 
To:                        Sonoma County Department of Agriculture 
 
From:                   Dr. Christopher T. DiVittorio, Managing Biologist, PEC 
 
Subject:               Correction in Biotic Assessment for 1400 Freestone Valley Ford Rd., Sonoma County, California 
  
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
This memorandum shall serve as an addendum to the above referenced Biotic Assessment (BA) 
performed for the property located at 1400 Freestone Valley Ford Rd. in Sonoma County (APN 
026-080-008). 
 
In the Conclusions (Section 3.0) of the BA dated July 25, 2017, we erroneously reported the 
Riparian Corridor exclusion zone to be 100 feet when in reality it should be 50 feet.  
 
Please feel free to contact us at any time with any questions or clarifications. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Chris DiVittorio, PhD 
Managing Biologist 
Pinecrest Environmental 
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STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY 
This report identifies the locations of cultural resources within the Sonoma County that is confidential 
information because archaeological sites are nonrenewable resources that can be significantly impacted 
by disturbances that can affect their cultural, scientific, and artistic values. Disclosure of this information 
to the public may be in violation of both federal and state laws. Applicable U.S. laws include, but may 
not be limited to, Section 304 of the National Historic Preservation Act (16 USC 470w-3) and the 
Archaeological Resources Protection Act (16 USC 470hh). California state laws that apply include, but 
may not be limited to, Government Code Sections 6250 et seq. and 6254 et seq. Furthermore, disclosure 
of archaeological site location information to individuals other than those meeting the U.S. Secretary of 
the Interior’s professional standards or California State Personnel Board criteria for Associate State 
Archaeologist or State Historian II violates the California Office of Historic Preservation’s records access 
policy.  
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INTRODUCTION 
Evans & De Shazo, Inc. (EDS) was contracted by Alex Bohn of Stroma LLC to provide a Cultural Resources 
Study (CRS) for a proposed project that includes the cultivation of cannabis (Project) within a 12.23-acre 
property located at 1400 Valley Ford Freestone Road near Valley Ford, Sonoma County, California. The 
CRS was completed in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the Sonoma 
County Cannabis Land Use Ordinance No. 6189. The purpose of the CRS was to determine if there are 
any cultural resources located within the Project Area that meet CEQA’s definition of a Historical 
Resource that could be impacted by the Project and to provide project-specific recommendations if 
needed.  

The CRS was completed by EDS Senior Archaeologist, Gilbert Browning M.A., RPA, who exceeds the 
Secretary of Interior’s professional qualification standards in Archaeology and History. The methods 
used to conduct the CRS included a record search and review and a field survey of the Project Area. The 
results of the CRS are presented herein. 

The government-to-government consultation with the local Native American tribes that is required to 
determine the presence or absence, or potential impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources, as defined in 
Public Resource Code §21074, was conducted by the lead agency (i.e. Sonoma County Department of 
Agriculture/Weights & Measures); therefore, a Sacred Lands inventory and consultation with local 
Native American tribes was not requested as part of the CRS.  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

The proposed project includes the outdoor cultivation of cannabis and development of supporting 
infrastructure (Project).  

PROJECT LOCATION 

The Study Area includes the 12.23-acre property located at 1400 Valley Ford Freestone Road near Valley 
Ford, Sonoma County, California, within Assessor Parcel Number (APN) 026-080-008. This area was 
subject to historical research but was not physically surveyed due to the lack of development and 
associated impacts. Within the larger Study Area is the proposed 3-acre outdoor cannabis cultivation 
area that was also subject to a field survey. The map in Figure 1 shows both the Study Area and the 
proposed 3-acre outdoor cannabis cultivation area (Project Area/Survey Area) (Figure 1).  

The USGS 7.5-minute Valley Ford quadrangle (1971) (Figure 2) shows the Study Area located within the 
southwest quarter of Section 25 of Township 8 North, Range 10 West, Mt. Diablo Base and Meridian. 
The Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) grid coordinates at the approximate center of the property 
are: 507524 meters North and 4243349 meters East, Zone 10.  
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Figure 1: Aerial map of the Study Area and Project/Survey Area.
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Figure 2: Project Area shown on the USGS 7.5’ Valley Ford (1971) quadrangle map.  
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REGULATORY SETTING  
A CRS for the Project is required as part of the permit approval process to ensure compliance with 
Sonoma County Cannabis Land Use Ordinance No. 6189 that was adopted by the Sonoma County Board 
of Supervisors to ensure that approved cannabis cultivation projects comply with CEQA and the 
Guidelines for Implementing CEQA (State CEQA Guidelines, 14 CCR Section 15064.5). These regulations 
as they pertain to cultural resources are outlined below.  

THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (CEQA) 

The Guidelines for Implementing CEQA provide direction and guidance for the evaluation of properties, 
as well as the preparation of Initial Studies, Categorical Exemptions, Negative Declarations, and 
Environmental Impact Reports. According to CEQA, cultural resources and tribal cultural resources are 
aspects of the environment that require identification and consideration regarding potential impacts (14 
CCR 15064.5 and PRC 21084.1).  

Resource Definitions  

There are five classes of cultural resources defined by the State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) 
that include:  

• Building: A structure created principally to shelter or assist in carrying out any form of human 
activity. A “building” may also be used to refer to a historically and functionally related unit, 
such as a courthouse and jail or a house and barn. 

• Structure: A construction made for a functional purpose rather than creating human shelter. 
Examples include mines, bridges, and tunnels. 

• Object: Construction primarily artistic in nature or relatively small in scale and simply 
constructed. It may be movable by nature or design or made for a specific setting or 
environment. Objects should be in a setting appropriate to their significant historic use or 
character. Examples include fountains, monuments, maritime resources, sculptures and 
boundary markers.  

• Site: The location of a significant event. A prehistoric or historic occupation or activity, or a 
building or structure, whether standing, ruined, or vanished, where the location itself possesses 
historic, cultural, or archaeological value regardless of the value of any existing building, 
structure, or object. A site need not be marked by physical remains if it is the location of a 
prehistoric or historic event and if no buildings, structures, or objects marked it at that time. 
Examples include trails, designed landscapes, battlefields, habitation sites, Native American 
ceremonial areas, petroglyphs, and pictographs. 

• District: Unified geographic entities which contain a concentration of historic buildings, 
structures, or sites united historically, culturally, or architecturally. 

Significance Criteria 

According to California Code of Regulations Section 15064.5, buildings, structures, objects, sites, and 
districts are historically significant if they are: 
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• Listed in, or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historic Resources (CRHR) (Public 
Resources Code 5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4850 et. seq.); 

• Listed in, or eligible for listing in, the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP); 

• Included in a local register of historical resources, as defined in an historical resource survey 
meeting the requirements of Section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resource Code; or 

• Any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript, which a lead agency 
determines to be historically significant or significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific, 
economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of California, 
provided the lead agency’s determination is supported by substantial evidence in light of the 
whole record. 

California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) 

A resource may be listed as an historical resource in the CRHR if it has integrity and meets any of the 
following criteria: 

1. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of local 
or regional history or the cultural heritage of California or the United States;  

2. Associated with the lives of persons important to local, California or national history; 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master or possesses high artistic values; or 

4. Has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important to the prehistory or history of 
the local area, California or the nation. 

Buildings, sites, structures, objects, and districts representative of California and United States history, 
architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture convey significance when they also possess integrity 
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. A resource has integrity if 
it retains the characteristics that were present during the resource’s period of significance. Enough of 
these characteristics must remain to convey the reasons for its significance.   

Unique Archaeological Resources 

CEQA (PRC §21083.2) distinguishes between two classes of archaeological resources: archaeological 
sites that meet the definition of an historical resource as described above, and “unique archaeological 
resources.” A unique archaeological resource is defined as an archaeological artifact, object, or site 
about which it can be clearly demonstrated that, without merely adding to the current body of 
knowledge, there is a high probability that it meets any of the following criteria:  

1. Contains information needed to answer important scientific research questions and that there is 
a demonstrable public interest in that information, 

2. Has a special and particular quality such as being the oldest of its type or the best available 
example of its type, or 



 
  

Evans & De Shazo, Inc.         

 

3. Is directly associated with a scientifically recognized important prehistoric or historic event or 
person. 

Tribal Cultural Resources 

Tribal Cultural Resources is an additional category of resources defined in CEQA (PRC § 21074). Tribal 
Cultural Resources are:  

1. Sites, features, places, cultural landscapes, sacred places, or objects with cultural value to a 
California Native American tribe that are either (A) included or determined to be eligible for 
inclusion in the CRHR, or (B) included in a local register of historical resources as defined in 
subdivision (k) of §5020.1.; or,  

2. A resource that the lead agency chooses, in its discretion and supported by substantial evidence, 
to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of §5024.1 - taking into account 
the significance of the resource to a California Native American tribe. 

Tribal Cultural Resources are not addressed in a CRS, as they are resources that are specific concern to 
California Native American tribes. Pursuant to revisions to CEQA enacted in 2015, Tribal Cultural 
Resources are to be identified by Tribes during government-to-government consultation with the lead 
agency and can remain confidential (PRC § 21080.3.1).    

SONOMA COUNTY CANNABIS LAND USE ORDINANCE NO. 6189 

The Cannabis Land Use Ordinance (No. 6189) that was adopted by the County of Sonoma Board of 
Supervisors in December 2016 amended Chapter 26 (Zoning Ordinance) of the Sonoma County Code to 
allow for the cultivation of cannabis and permit cultivation of commercial medical cannabis. The 
Ordinance contains requirements to ensure the protection of the public health, safety, and 
environmental resources. To ensure protection of significant cultural resources, the ordinance states: 

Section 9) Cultural and Historic Resources. Cultivation sites shall avoid impacts to significant cultural 
and historic resources by complying with the following standards. Sites located within a Historic District 
shall be subject to review by the Landmarks Commission, unless otherwise exempt, consistent with 
Section 26-68-020. Cultivation operations involving ground-disturbing activities, including but not 
limited to, new structures, roads, water storage, trenching for utilities, water, wastewater, or drainage 
systems shall be subject to design review and referral to the Northwest Information Center (NWIC) and 
local tribes for consultation. A Cultural Resource Survey and on-site monitoring during ground disturbing 
activities may be required to demonstrate cultural and historic resources are protected. 

The following minimum standards shall apply to cultivation permits involving ground disturbance. All 
grading and building permits shall include the following plans: 

If paleontological resources or prehistoric, historic-period or tribal cultural resources are encountered 
during ground-disturbing work at the project location, all work in the immediate vicinity shall be halted 
and the operator must immediately notify the agency having jurisdiction of the find. The operator shall 
be responsible for the cost to have a qualified paleontologist, archaeologist, and tribal cultural resource 
specialist under contract to evaluate the find and make recommendations in a report to the agency 
having jurisdiction.  
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Paleontological resources include fossils of animals, plants or other organisms. Historic-period resources 
include backfilled privies, wells, and refuse pits; concrete, stone, or wood structural elements or 
foundations; and concentrations of metal glass, and ceramic refuse. Prehistoric and tribal cultural 
resources include obsidian and chert flaked-stone tools (e.g., projectile points, knives,  
choppers), midden (culturally darkened soil containing heat-affected rock, artifacts, animal bone, or 
shellfish remains), stone milling equipment, such as mortars and pestles, and certain sites features, 
places, cultural landscapes, sacred places and objects with cultural value to a California Native American  
tribe.    

If human remains are encountered, work in the immediate vicinity will stop and the operator shall notify 
the agency having jurisdiction and the Sonoma County Coroner immediately. At the same time, the 
operator shall be responsible for the cost to have a qualified archaeologist under contract to evaluate 
the discovery. If the human remains are determined to be of Native American origin, the Coroner  
must notify the Native American Heritage Commission within 24 hours of this identification. 

CULTURAL SETTING 
This section of the report provides a prehistoric, ethnographic, and historic setting of the Valley 
Ford/Freestone area. Each setting provides the basis for understanding the types of cultural resources 
that are potentially located within the Project Area and how they may relate to broader patterns of 
resource use, changing environmental conditions, and settlement of the region.  

PREHISTORIC CULTURAL SETTING 

Two organizational schemes are used to interpret the prehistory of northwest California, the area of 
which spans from Bodega Bay north to the Oregon border. The first is a chronological scheme that 
divides the history of human occupation of northwest California into four time periods: Pleistocene-
Holocene Transition (11,500 to 8000 cal B.C.), Early Holocene (8000 to 5000 cal B.C.), Middle Holocene 
(5000 to 2000 cal B.C.), and Late Holocene (post-2000 cal B.C.). The second is a scheme used to organize 
cultural manifestations that are represented in archaeological sites throughout northwest California. It 
follows the original work of Fredrickson (1974, 1984). Fredrickson defined spatial and cultural units as 
Patterns, Phases, and Aspects. Patterns are units of culture having similar economic and technical 
manifestations, mortuary patterns, concepts of wealth, and trade practices; phases are cultural 
manifestations within a Pattern bounded by time and region; and Aspects are cultural units bounded 
regionally, but not temporally (Fredrickson 1974). Six basic patterns are recognized in northwest 
California: Post, Borax Lake, Berkeley, Mendocino, Gunther, and Augustine.  

Pleistocene-Holocene Transition (11,500 - 8000 cal B.C.)  

Sonoma County was inhabited during the Pleistocene-Holocene Transition period, as indicated by the 
presence of fluted projectile points and chipped stone crescents, which have been found in a few 
archaeological sites located in Sonoma County near the Laguna de Santa Rosa, Bodega Bay, and Warm 
Springs Creek dam, as well as along the coast of Mendocino County and in Lake County. Well-defined 
Post Pattern assemblages are rare and have not been found in strong association with well-dated strata 
or other artifacts (Hildebrandt 2007:87). Based on limited archaeological evidence from this period, it 
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appears that populations consisted of small, highly mobile groups that practiced broad-spectrum 
hunting and gathering techniques.   

Early Holocene (8000 - 5000 cal B.C.)  

Several sites in Sonoma County date to the Early Holocene period and typically contain artifacts 
consistent with a mobile hunting and gathering economy. Archaeological manifestations of the Borax 
Lake Pattern have been found throughout the interior of northwest California. The Borax Lake Pattern is 
a distinctive cultural pattern recognized throughout much of the North Coast Ranges during this time 
and is represented by large, wide-stemmed projectile points, serrated bifaces, ovoid flake tools, cobble 
tools, handstones, and milling slabs. The composition of the artifact assemblage appears to represent a 
"forager" approach to subsistence-settlement. The earliest evidence if Berkeley Pattern at Clear Lake 
also occurs during this period, as well as a series of coastal components in Sonoma County that lack a 
clear cultural affiliation (Hildebrandt 2007:87). The Duncan's Landing site (CA-Son-348/H), a rock shelter 
site located along the coast between Bodega Bay and Jenner, produced a deeply buried component 
dating to about 6000 cal B.C. that contained an artifact assemblage consisting of a few formed tools, 
significant qualifies of shellfish, and a mix of marine and terrestrial mammal bones (Schwaderer 1992; 
Wake and Simons 2000). Although very little is known about the subsistence-settlement systems of the 
people who occupied the Duncan's Landing site, stable isotope analysis on shellfish suggests fall and 
winter occupations (Kennedy 2005; Kennedy et al. 2005), indicating a relatively mobile settlement 
system was being practiced along the coast. The relationship of the materials uncovered at the Duncan's 
Landing site to those of the Borax Lake and Early Berkeley Pattern sites is not well understood and is a 
major research question for the region (Hildebrandt 2007:91).  

Middle Holocene (5000 - 2000 cal B.C.)  

The Middle Holocene was marked by significant climatic changes during which warmer and drier 
conditions led to desiccation of lake basins in southern California. Across California there is a general 
decrease in the number of sites, and as a result little is known about the earliest part of the Middle 
Holocene. In the Clear Lake Basin, archaeological data are essentially absent due to the unstable nature 
of the geomorphic processes. Clear evidence is also lacking in the river valleys and on the coast north of 
Cape Mendocino where occupations appears to begin after 3000 cal B.C. when the Mendocino Pattern 
emerges (Hildebrandt 2007:91). Archaeological evidence of occupation along the Sonoma Coast, near 
Bodega Bay, include a few small shell middens containing shellfish, but very few artifacts and other 
materials. Isotope analysis of shellfish indicate only short-term fall and winter occupations, similar to 
what was observed in the Early Holocene component at Duncan's Landing (CA-Son-348/H). This paucity 
of sites may not be due to a decreased in population, but rather may related to a period of increased 
alluvial deposition, which buried many sites dating to this period.  

During this period, the Borax Lake Pattern was replaced by the Mendocino Pattern, characterized by 
groups practicing a more localized foraging strategy. The Mendocino Pattern first appears around 5000 
years ago in a variety of places throughout northwest California, including along the Sonoma Coast at 
sites CA-Son-458, CA-Son-299, CA-Son-867 (Hildebrandt 2007:91). The artifact assemblage typically 
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consists of side-notched, corner-notched, and concave-base dart points, handstones and millingslabs, a 
variety of lake tools, cobble tools, and a limited number of cobble mortars and pestles. Sites appear to 
represent either temporary hunting camps or short-term forager residential bases used seasonally as 
needed to procure available resources.  

Late Holocene (Post-2000 cal B.C.) 

In the Late Holocene, the subsistence economy appears to have been focused on the intensive use of 
acorns, large terrestrial game and fish that facilitated a greater level of sedentism (Hildebrandt 2007:92). 
The establishment of trade networks is evident by the presence of obsidian bifaces from the Borax Lake 
source and shell beads, including disk, saucer, and saddle beads that are found in archaeological sites 
throughout Sonoma, Napa and Lake counties, and beyond. After a brief hiatus in the Middle Holocene, 
the Berkeley Pattern is recognized in the Clear Lake Basin and also developed and expanded throughout 
the southern portion of the North Coast Ranges during this time. The Berkeley Pattern Late Holocene 
artifact assemblage is elaborate and includes leaf-shaped (Excelsior) and stemmed projectile points, a 
highly developed bone tool industry, fishing-related instruments such as spears, harpoons, hooks and 
net sinkers, baked clay objects, and mortars and pestles, and basketry impressions that indicate a wide 
variety of basket types. Site structure is more formalized and includes well-developed midden soil 
deposits, well-defined house floors and other residential features. 

About 500 cal B.C. there appears to have been an outward migration of Berkeley Pattern people to the 
west, crossing through the Santa Rosa Plain and the Warm Springs area, to the coast. Along the Sonoma 
Coast, occupation varied from place to place and is represented by both Berkeley Pattern and Augustine 
Pattern sites. Augustine Pattern artifact assemblages include Olivella and clamshell disk beads, 
magnesite cylinders, and "banjo" style Haliotis (abalone) ornaments, bird bone whistles and tubes, 
hopper mortars and flanged steatite pipes. Preinterment burning with tightly flexed burials was 
relatively common, as well as cremation of high-status individuals (Hildebrant 2007:94). This change 
possibly indicates an increased importance of communicating identity, status and cultural affiliation 
within an increasingly populated region. The manufacture of clamshell disk beads seems to have 
centered primarily on the Santa Rosa Plain and within the Napa Valley. These type beads were used as 
exchange currency with a standardized value (Milliken et al. 2007).  

There appears to have been a diversity of socioeconomic strategies associated with Augustine Pattern 
sites in the North Bay, with some sites revealing a continuance of sedentary systems initiated by the 
Berkeley Pattern and others apparently resulting from mobile foraging adaptations. Along the Sonoma 
Coast, a large Berkeley Pattern residential base was established near Bodega Bay between 300 cal B.C. 
and cal A.D., that includes artifacts such as Excelsior points, shellfish hooks, notched net sinkers, bone 
tools, and mortars and pestles; isotope studies indicate year-round occupation of the site (Dowdall 
2002; Kennedy 2005). However, Augustine Pattern sites along the Sonoma Coast appear to have been 
used only seasonally; although archaeological investigations at Fort Ross suggest that short-term or 
seasonal use of the outer coast was linked to a series of centralized villages located on the near 
ridgelines (Lightfoot et al. 1991).  
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ETHNOGRAPHIC SETTING 

The Project Area is located within the ethnographic territory of the Coast Miwok who, prior to European 
settlement, occupied an area that includes modern day Marin County and southern Sonoma County 
(Barrett 1908; Kelly 1978). According to ethnographer S.A. Barrett (1908: Map 1), Coast Miwok territory 
extended north to Salmon Creek, although ethnographers, Isabel Kelly (1978:415) and Alfred Kroeber 
(1925: Plate 36) show their territory as extending further north to Duncan's Point. 

The Coast Miwok have been divided into two groups, each speaking a distinct dialect. These include the 
Western-Bodega Miwok (Olamentko) whose territory included the Project Area, and the Southern Marin 
Miwok, or Hookooeko tribe who spoke the Southern Marin dialect with some linguistic differences 
between valley and coastal peoples (Kelly 1978:414). Merriam (1907) proposed a third group from the 
northern area of Southern Marin Valley known as the Lekahtewutko. According to recent work 
conducted by Milliken (2009), the area where the Project Area is located was occupied by the 
Olamentko who resided in the village of Geluayomi (Figure 3).  

 

Figure 3: Pomo and Coast Miwok communities in the vicinity as reconstructed by Milliken (2009).  
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Due to the diverse supply of resources throughout this region, the Coast Miwok were well suited to an 
economy based on hunting, fishing, and the gathering of acorns and shellfish (Kelly 1978:415). They 
were adept at harvesting resources within wetland and coastal environments in particular, as plants that 
thrive in wetlands and shellfish from the ocean and bays were a prime source of food. The Coast Miwok 
used dip nets and spears to catch salmon and steelhead within local rivers, such as Salmon Creek and 
the Russian River, as well as bow and arrows fitted with obsidian points that were used to hunt small 
and large animals. Along with acorns, which were ground down and leached to make mush or bread, the 
Coast Miwok also utilized the buckeye fruit, the pepperwood fruit, and a variety of greens. Shellfish was 
an important source of food and material, and intense collecting of shellfish led to the formation of shell 
deposits known as midden heaps, mounds, or scatters, which are now the primary remains of most 
prehistoric sites near the coast and bay (Kelly 1978:417-418).  

The Coast Miwok lived in conical structures that were small and made from two forked and interlocking 
poles, onto which additional poles were lashed, to form a cone shaped frame that was covered by grass 
(Kelly 1978:417). Approximately six to ten people would reside in one of these structures. Larger villages 
also often contained a large, circular, semi-subterranean sweathouse that was dug four feet into the 
ground and covered with a frame of poles topped with grass, and a ceremonial house that was built in 
the same manner as the sweathouse.   

Tools were made from locally obtained materials including chert, obsidian, basalt, bone, antler, wood, 
and various types of plants. Beads and pendants were manufactured from locally obtained shell and 
include clamshell disc beads (used as money), Olivella beads, and abalone shell pendants. The shell of 
one species of clam was said by the Indians to be found nowhere else along the coast and furnished the 
material for the white clamshell beads found throughout the entire region (Barrett 1908:304). Clothing 
was minimal and based on seasonal weather. Women wore a double apron made of deerskin and men 
wore a similar type of loincloth.  

Basket production was important to the Coast Miwok. Baskets were used for portage, storage, and 
cooking containers, as well as for seed beating, winnowing, and as hoppers for groundstone mortars. 
The Coast Miwok also traded for venison, medicinal plants, yellow paint, and turtles (Kelly 1978:419). 

Although European contact with the Coast Miwok occurred as early as 1579 when Francis Drake stopped 
to repair the Golden Hind somewhere in the Point Reyes vicinity, contact with Europeans in the vicinity 
of Bodega Bay did not occur until 1775 when Peruvian explorer Juan Francisco de la Bodega y Quadra, a 
distinguished Lieutenant in the Spanish navy and for whom Bodega was named, entered and explored 
the bay on his return trip from the northwest coast in vessel called the Sonora. European occupation 
first occurred for a short period in 1793 by a Spanish garrison, then in 1804 by Ivan Kuskov, an employee 
of the Russian-American Company who was sent south from Alaska to locate a suitable site for a 
planned Russian settlement. The population of the Western Miwok dwindled significantly in the 
nineteenth century as a result of missionization, European-introduced diseases, such as smallpox, for 
which they had no immunity, as well as settlement of the area that resulted in tribal land being 
confiscated for lumbering, dairying, and agriculture purposes. By 1870, there were as few as seventeen 
Indians living in the Bodega area (Thompson 1877:95), and by 1908, the Western (Bodega) Miwok 
consisted of only four or five individuals who occupied an old village site at the mouth of the Russian 
River (Barrett 1908:304).  
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Barrett (1908) and Kelly (1978) reported the presence of five village sites and two old village sites in the 
vicinity of Bodega Bay. Barrett notes that "in addition to the coast villages there were villages in the 
small valley about Bodega Corners, and there were numerous places in the hills where camps were 
made during the seasons of food gathering" (Barrett 1908:304). The closest village site reported by 
Barrett (1908) or Kelly (1978) appears to have been located approximately 0.5 miles from the Project 
Area. 

Contemporary Coast Miwok 

Today, there are many Coast Miwok living within their ancestral territory. In the year 2000 members of 
these tribes merged to form the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria (FIGR), which is currently a 
Federally recognized tribe.  

HISTORIC PERIOD SETTING 

Spanish Alta-California1 (1769-1821) 

Spanish colonization of Alta California began with the establishment of the Franciscan Mission at San 
Diego de Alcala in 1769 in San Diego’s Mission Valley. The second Mission located in Monterey (Mission 
San Carlos Borromeo) was founded the next summer in 1770. The first Spanish Mission in the San 
Francisco Bay region was Mission San Francisco de Asis established in 1776, followed by Mission Santa 
Clara de Asis in 1777, Mission San Jose in 1797, Mission San Rafael Arcangel in 1817 and finally Mission 
San Francisco de Solano (Sonoma) in 1823. These four northern-most mission would have a profound 
influence on the native people of the Bay Area and by 1783, when secularization ended the California 
Mission System, over 2,800 Coastal Miwok had been baptized (Milliken 2009). 

Russian Settlement of the Sonoma Coast (1812 - 1842)  

Russia began their expansion into North America with a massive scientific expedition to Alaska in 1741. 
The expedition motivated Russian investment in the Alaskan fur trade, and by the nineteenth century 
the Russian-American Company was actively competing with British and American fur-trading interests 
as far south as California. As a result, permanent settlements were established along the shores of 
northern California by the Russians that could supply food and a base for exploiting sea otter 
populations up and down the coast. In 1812, after exploring the Sonoma Coast, the Russian-American 
Company selected a place located 18 miles north of Bodega Bay, called Metini by the native Kashaya 
Pomo, where they established an administrative center called Fort Ross. Later, a number of smaller 
Russian settlements were established in the area, including a port at Bodega Bay called Port Rumianstev, 
a sealing station on the Farallon Islands, and by 1830 three small farming communities were established 
south of Ross that included Kostromitinov located on the Russian River near Willow Creek, Khlebnikov 
located one mile north of Bodega Bay in the Salmon Creek valley, and Chernykh located near present-
day town of Graton (Schneider 2007; Stewart 1986). The Kostromitinov Ranch was an important way 
station between Fort Ross and the Russian colony at Bodega Bay and the river essentially acted as a 
“Russian highway” to the unexplored interior (Bancroft 1886).  

                                                           
1 Alta California was a polity of New Spain founded in 1769 and became a territory of Mexico after the end of the Mexican War 
of Independence on 1821. 
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The Mexican Period (1821 - 1846) 

In 1821, Mexico won its independence from Spain with the signing of the Treaty of Córdoba and took 
possession of California, marking the end of the Spanish mission period and the beginning of the rancho 
period in Alta California. Dramatic changes occurred throughout California under Mexican rule due to 
the lack of strong oversight and military rule imposed by the Spanish, and soon new opportunities arose 
for trade, as foreign ships that had previously been held off by Spanish guarded military ports were 
allowed to dock and provide a variety of provisions to local settlers. In 1823, at the direction of Mexican 
Governor Jose Figueroa, Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo, a famous military commander, politician, and 
rancher, began construction of the Presidio of Sonoma (Mission Sonoma) to counter the Russian 
presence at Fort Ross. Vallejo also sent three men, Edward McIntosh, James Black and James Dawson, 
west to settle the Sebastopol / Valley Ford / Freestone areas to prevent further settlement by the 
Russians. However, in 1842, the Russian-American Company sold Fort Ross, as well as the outposts and 
holdings to Captain John Sutter of Sacramento, and left Alta California (Watrous 1998).  

As with many politically prominent citizens and military leaders that served the Mexican government, 
McIntosh, Black and Dawson each applied for and received huge land holdings, called ranchos. In 1839, 
Dawson and McIntosh jointly applied for the Rancho Estero Americano land grant located to the west of 
the Project Area. However, when McIntosh went to Monterey for the necessary papers, he returned 
with papers made out only in his name. This infuriated Dawson and in spite, he sawed their residence in 
half and moved his half onto land that would later become his own land grant, Rancho Canada de 
Pogolimi, where the Project Area is located; and in that same year, the 8,849-acre Rancho Estero 
Americano was granted to McIntosh. James Black received the Rancho Canada de Jonive, located north 
of the Project Area, in 1845. His rancho was 10,787-acres and extended from present-day Sebastopol 
west to present-day Freestone. In 1848, Black sold Rancho Canada de Jonive to Jasper O’Farrell, and 
O’Farrell sold Black this land grant called Rancho Nicasio. O’Farrell married Mary McChristian in 1849 
and they resided on the Rancho Canada de Jonive until he died in 1875. The photo below depicts 
Dawson’s “half” of the home (Figure 4) captured sometime after its relocation to Rancho Canada de 
Pogolimi (Munro-Fraser 1880).  
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Figure 4: Dawson “half” home on Rancho Canada de Pogolimi (calisphere.com). 

On December 27, 1837 the 8781.81-acre Rancho Canada de Pogolimi (also spelled Pogolome and 
Pogolomi) was purchased and settled by James Dawson (Figure 5) apparently deriving its name from 
“…the Indian village on the same tract” (Munro-Frasier 1880:185). In 1843, when James Dawson died his 
seventeen-year-old wife Maria Antonia Cazares (Dawson) inherited the Rancho and its holdings. By 
November of 1847, Maria Antonia re-married Frederick Gustavus Blume (where the town of Bloomfield 
got its name), and Blume became the manager of Rancho Pogolimi (Munro-Fraser 1880). It is during this 
period that the town of Freestone was established near the confluence of the Pogolimi, Jonive and 
Estero Americano Ranchos. Owing its name to the nearby “free” sandstone quarry, Freestone was 
surrounded by fertile timber forests and rich agricultural lands (Garcia and Associates 2010, Munro-
Fraser 1880).  
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Figure 5: Rancho de Santiago (Canada de Pogolimi) Land Case Map ca. 1850-1860 (calisphere.com) 

Early American Period (1848 - 1900) 

The early American Period in California is marked by the end of the of the Mexican-American War when 
the U.S. took possession of the territories of California and New Mexico in the signing of the Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848). The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo provided the resident Mexicans their 
American citizenship and guaranteed title to land granted to them in the Mexican period. Although the 
excitement of the Gold Rush from 1848 to 1850 caused land claims in California to be put aside, the 
potential for wealth drew numerous settlers to California from all over the U.S., as well as Scotland, 
Ireland, England, Germany, and France, which soon gave rise to land disputes. To help settle these land 
disputes, the U.S. Congress created the U.S. Land Commission following admission of California into the 
Union in 1850 to validate the land titles of Spanish and Mexican land grants in California. Although the 
Commission eventually confirmed most land grants, the cost of litigation forced most Californios, who 
were elite families that received large land grants from Spain and Mexico, to lose their land and cattle, 
and more often than not, their land was lost to newly arriving settlers and the lawyers who were hired 
to defend their land titles (Olmsted 1986). Following the death of Mr. Dawson, ownership of Rancho de 
Pogolimi was transferred to his wife, Maria Antonia Cazares Dawson. Upon her marriage to Mr. G. 
Blume ownership of the Rancho was again transferred. By 1849, Mr. Blume was selling portions of the 
Rancho to the newly arriving settlers, including Ferdinand Harbordt, who built Freestone’s first in saloon 
(Ganda and Associates 2010).  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Californios
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In 1851, California was divided into 27 counties, including Sonoma County that also included present-
day Mendocino County during this time. The U.S. Public Lands Survey System (PLSS) was utilized to 
subdivide public land (i.e. land not granted in the Spanish and Mexican periods) into 6-mile square 
townships that were then subdivided into 36 one-mile square sections, each made up of four 160-acre 
lots. In 1856, Sonoma County was divided into eleven townships.  

The town of Freestone was established in 1853 and was named after a sandstone quarry the area. In 
that same year, several buildings were constructed, including the Freestone Inn, and a stagecoach line. 
When North Pacific Coast Railroad began building the narrow gauge railroad in 1872-73, the town of 
Freestone began to change, and in 1876 when the Freestone depot officially opened the town was 
relocated ½-mile north to be closer to the depot (Figure 6). The old location of Freestone then became 
known as “Lower Freestone” and the new town became known as “Upper Freestone” (Ganda and 
Associates 2010; Peterson and Peterson 1981).  

From Freestone, the North Pacific Coast Railroad line traveled south through the valley where the Study 
Area is located hugging the hillside west of Valley Ford Freestone Road towards Valley Ford (Figure 7). 
From 1867 to 1930, the North Pacific Coast Railroad provided the means to transport lumber, dairy, and 
produce from Marin and Sonoma counties to the San Francisco Bay Area until the competition from 
automobiles ended its use (Ganda and Associates 2010; Trussell 1960). While the rail no longer exists 
evidence of this historic railroad line can still be seen in the local landscape.  

 

 

Figure 6: North Pacific Coast Railroad depot in Freestone, ca. 1888 (Courtesy of the Sonoma County  
History and Genealogy Library, Santa Rosa). 
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STUDY METHODS 
The following methods were utilized to identify the presence or absence of potential significant cultural 
resources within the Project Area that could be impacted by the proposed Project: a record search and 
review of the 12.23-acre Study Area and a field survey of the proposed 3-acre Project Area. These 
methods are described below.  

RECORD SEARCH AND REVIEW  

The purpose of the record search and review was to obtain and review information pertaining to 
previous cultural resources studies and previously recorded cultural resources located within one-half 
mile of the Study Area. The record search includes a review of information on file at the Northwest 
Information Center (NWIC) of the California Historical Resources Information Systems (CHRIS), as well as 
a review of the California Inventory of Historic Resources (California Department of Parks and Recreation 
1976) and the Office of Historic Preservation’s (OHP) Five Views: An Ethnic Sites Survey for California 
(1988), California Historical Landmarks (1990), California Points of Historical Interest (1992), California 
Register of Historical Resources (1998), and the Directory of Properties in the Historic Property Data 
(HPD) File for Sonoma County that includes an updated listing of the CRHR, NRHP, California Historical 
Landmarks, and the California Points of Historical Interest. 

Research also included a review of historic maps dating from 1867 to 1971 to assist in determining the 
potential for historic-era resources to be present within the Project Area, as well as information about 
the soils, geology, and sediments, which were used to assess the sensitivity of the Project Area for 
containing buried prehistoric resources. Determining the geologic age of the landform on which the 
Project Area is located is important because most Pleistocene-age landforms (1.8 million years to 11,800 
calibrated years before present) have little or no potential to contain buried prehistoric archaeological 
resources because they formed prior to occupation of the area by humans; however, most Holocene-
age (post 11,800 calibrated years before present) landforms have the potential for buried sites because 
they formed when people occupied the region (Meyer and Rosenthal 2007:15). This is because the 
northern San Francisco Bay Area has undergone dramatic changes in the landscape over the past 13,000 
years due to rising sea levels and increased sedimentation into streams and rivers (Meyer and Rosenthal 
2007). These changes resulted in many late Pleistocene and early Holocene land surface being overlain 
by thick deposits of alluvial soils that are generally less than 5,000 years old and that have established an 
interface with an older land surface represented by a well-developed buried soil profile, or paleosol. 
Furthermore, certain landforms such as alluvial fans, floodplains, and areas along rivers and streams, are 
more likely to contain buried sites.  

FIELD SURVEY 

The purpose of the field survey was to physically inspect the proposed cultivation area (Project Area) to 
determine if there are any potentially significant cultural resources present that could be impacted by 
the proposed Project. To accomplish this task, the field surveyor inspected the Project Area for evidence 
of prehistoric archaeological sites, including artifacts, such as chipped stone (obsidian, chert and basalt) 
flakes and tools (e.g. projectile points, knives, scrapers), shellfish remains, ground stone, fire-affected 
rock, and other indicators of prehistoric archaeological resources. The field surveyor also inspected the 
Project Area for evidence of historic-era archaeological resources, such as surface scatters of farming or 
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domestic type artifacts (i.e. glass, ceramic, metal, etc.), as well as features such as alignments of stone or 
brick, foundation elements from previous structures, minor earthworks, and historic plantings (i.e. old 
fruit, nut or other types of trees, and ornamental plants). 

STUDY FINDINGS 
This section of the report provides the results of the CRS that included a records search and review of 
the Study Area that consists of the 12.23-acre parcel, and field survey of the Project Area that consist of 
the 3-acre proposed cultivation area, and is followed by the conclusions and recommendations sections.   

RESULTS OF RECORD SEARCH AND REVIEW 

NWIC Records Search 

EDS Archaeologist Ian Hickey, M.A., conducted a record search at the NWIC on May 7, 2018 (NWIC File 
#17-2639). According to information on file at the NWIC, the Study Area has not been previously 
evaluated to determine the presence or absence of cultural resources; however, there has been three 
previous cultural resource study conducted within one-half mile of the Study Area that is listed below in 
Table 1. Additionally, there are no cultural resources recorded within one-half mile of the Study Area. 
The closest recorded cultural resources include the historic-era A. P. Gaver Ranch (P-49-001795) located 
approximately 1-mile to the east (Johnson and Eastman 1995) and the historic-era James Watson/Hollis 
Hitchcock Farm (P-49-003787) located 2.20-miles to the northwest of the Study Area (Hoods 2007). The 
closest recorded prehistoric (possible Paleo-Indian) resource (P-49-002783) is located approximately 1.2 
miles to the north along Ebabias Creek (Meyers 2000).  

Table 1: Previous cultural resource studies within a half-mile of the Project Area. 

NWIC # Year Title Author(s) 
S- 36162 2008 A Cultural Resources Evaluation of the Four Project Areas Located 

within the Estero Americano Watershed, Sonoma County, 
California. 

Cassandra 
Chattan 

S- 1035 1975 An Archaeological Investigation for the proposed route of the 
Christo Running Fence Project in Sonoma and Marin Counties. 

Stephen Dietz 

S- 11109 1989 An Archaeological Survey for the Proposed Minor Subdivision of the 
Assessor’s Parcel Number 26-060-07, Valley Ford, Sonoma County, 
California. 

Susan Alvarez 

A check of the OHP's Directory of Properties in the HPD file for Sonoma County, California (dated 
4/5/2012) does not list any resources within or adjacent to the Project Area, including those listed in the 
NRHP or CRHR, or that are listed as a California Historical Landmark, or California State Point of 
Historical Interest. The closest resources to the Project Area that is listed on the HPD is the Freestone 
Historic District located approximately 2.2-miles north of the Study Area. The district has forty-two 
contributing elements with a period of significance of 1870-1940 (Lang and Schultz 2012).  
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There are no California Inventory of Historic Resources (California Department of Parks and Recreation 
1976), California Historical Landmarks (1990), California Points of Historical Interest (1992), or California 
Register of Historical Resources (1998) within or adjacent to the Project Area.  

Review of Historic Maps 

A review of historic atlas maps dating to 1867, 1877, 1897, 1900 and 1908, and USGS topographic maps 
dating to 1942, 1954 and 1971 was conducted to reveal past land use activities within the Study Area. 
This information was used to indicate the potential for historic-era archaeological deposits to be present 
within the Project Area.  

Historically, the Study Area was located within the boundaries of the Rancho Canada de Pogolimi 
Mexican era land grant. By 1867, the Study Area was occupied by B. Fowler (Bowers 1867). Depicted on 
this 1867 map is also a stagecoach/wagon road (ca. 1853) which later became Freestone Valley Ford 
Road (Peterson and Peterson 1981). It appears that the various members of the Fowler family occupied 
lands south to Valley Ford. 

By 1877, the Study Area transfers hands once again lying within a 180.33-acre property owned by J. 
Robertson (Thompson 1877). The map shows a building to the north and several buildings to the south 
of the Study Area (Figure 7). The Study Area remained in the hands of the J. Robertson family through 
1908, although no structures are noted on these maps (McIntire and Lewis 1908; Ricksecker and Walkup 
1900). 

 

 

Figure 7: Thompsons 1877 Map depicting the North Pacific Coast Railroad Line 
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Topographic maps dating to 1942, 1948, 1955, 1959, 1963, and 1971 do not show the presence of any 
buildings within the Study Area; however, buildings are shown to the north, south, and west of the 
Study Area’s location.  

Aerial photos taken in 1952 and 1973 show the presence of a residence directly west of the Study Area 
on the opposite side of Ebabias Creek. The aerial photo from 1993 denotes a residence directly north of 
the Study Area.   

Review of Project Area Soils and Geology 

The background research also included a review of information about the soils, geology, and sediments 
in the Study Area that was used to assess the potential for the Study Area to contain buried prehistoric 
archaeological resources. Soils maps and associated soil descriptions and profiles show that the Study 
Area contains Pajaro fine sandy loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, derived from sedimentary rock. In a typical 
profile, this type of soil is characterized by fine sandy loam from the surface to a depth of 72-inches, 
below the surface. Ebabias Creek flows along the extreme western boundary of the Study Area. This 
area includes Blucher fine sandy loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes and is alluvium derived from sedimentary 
rock. This soil is characterized by fine sandy loam from the surface to a depth of 34 inches, and clay loam 
from 34 to 60-inches below the surface (USDA, NRCS 2018).     

According to the geologic map of the Valley Ford 7.5-minute quadrangle (California Department of 
Conservation 2008), the majority of soils within the Study Area are associated with the Wilson Grove 
Formation (geologic unit Twg). The Wilson Grove Formation is Miocene-age (23.03 to 5.333 million years 
ago) and a predominantly marine sandstone deposit comprised of medium-fine grained sandstone with 
interbedded chert, quartz, and Roblar Tuff (Trt). Most Miocene-age landforms (23.03 to 5.333 million 
years ago) have little or no potential to contain buried prehistoric archaeological resources because they 
formed prior to occupation of the area by humans (Meyer and Rosenthal 2007:15).  

The western portion of the Study Area along Ebabias Creek contains Holocene-age alluvium (geologic 
unit Qha) consisting of fluvial sediments of moderately to well sorted gravel, sand, silt and clay area 
present (California Department of Conservation 2008).  

RESULTS OF FIELD SURVEY 

A field survey of the proposed 3-acre cultivation area (Project Area) was conducted by EDS 
Archaeologist, Gilbert Browning, M.A., RPA on May 7, 2018. The Project Area consists of a fenced-in area 
with miscellaneous grasses and agricultural infrastructure. Infrastructure includes a perimeter fence 
with security cameras, cloth-growing pots, shipping containers, tents, T-Post supports, hoop-house 
framing, and water holding tanks. Excluding the T-Posts (which are sunk into the ground to a depth of 
approximately 3 feet deep), all agricultural infrastructure is above ground. Vegetation within the Project 
Area includes waist high grasses covering approximately 40 percent of the proposed cultivation area. 
Several pine trees and eucalyptus are located along Ebabias Creek just beyond the Project Area on the 
west. 

The methods used to complete the field survey of the proposed Project Area included a series of linear 
transects oriented north/south and spaced approximately one meter apart. The ground visibility was 
variable, with less than 40 percent surface visibility. The soil observed included yellowish brown 
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(Munsell 2.5YR 7/6) sandy loam. No prehistoric or historic-era artifacts, archaeological deposits, or other 
cultural resource types were identified during the field survey.     

 

Figure 8: Overview of Project Area, facing northeast, 5/7/2018. 

 

Figure 9: Overview of Project Area, facing east, 5/7/2018.  
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CONCLUSIONS 
In accordance with CEQA regulations, guidelines, and the Sonoma County Cannabis Land Use Ordinance 
No. 6189, EDS conducted a CRS to determine if there are any potentially significant cultural resources 
within the Project Area that could be impacted by the proposed Project that includes the outdoor 
cultivation of cannabis, and to make further recommendations if needed. The CRS included a record 
search and review of the 12.23-acre parcel (Study Area) and a field survey of the proposed 3-acre 
cultivation area (Project Area) that were completed by EDS Senior Archaeologist, Gilbert Browning, 
M.A., RPA, who exceeds the Secretary of Interior's qualification standards in Archaeology. The 
government-to-government consultation with the local Native American tribes that is required by CEQA 
was conducted by the lead agency (i.e. Sonoma County Department of Agriculture/Weights & 
Measures); therefore, a Sacred Lands inventory and consultation with local Native American tribes was 
not conducted as part of the CRS. 

The following is a summary of findings of the CRS: 

• The record search did not identify the presence of any cultural resources within or immediately 
adjacent to the Project Area.   

• The review of historic maps and resource inventories for the Project Area determined that the 
Project Area has a low potential to contain historic-era archaeological resources due to the lack 
of built-environment resources present in the historic period.  

• The review of geologic and soils data revealed that western portion of the Project Area has a 
moderate to high potential to contain buried prehistoric resources and the remaining portion of 
the Study Area has a low potential to contain buried prehistoric resources.  

• The field survey did not result in the identification of any potentially significant cultural 
resources within the proposed 3-acre cultivation Project Area. 

In conclusion, the CRS did not result in the identification of any potentially significant cultural resources 
within the Project Area; therefore, no impacts to historical resources is expected to occur as a result of 
the proposed Project.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Since impacts to historical resources are not expected to occur as a result of the proposed Project, no 
project-specific recommendations are warranted; however, due to the potential to encounter 
prehistoric resources, general recommendations are provided in the event that archaeological resources 
are discovered during Project-related earth-disturbing activities.  

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR UNANTICIPATED DISCOVERIES 

It is recommended that if any prehistoric or historic-period material is encountered by equipment 
operators during ground-disturbing activities, or other individuals working within the Project Area, that 
work be halted in the immediate vicinity of the discovery area until a qualified archaeologist is retained 
to inspect the material and provide further recommendations for appropriate treatment of the resource 
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pursuant to CEQA regulations and guidelines. It is also recommended that if a prehistoric resource is 
encountered that the local Native American Tribes are immediately notified.  

Historic-period resources potentially include all by-products of human land use greater than 50 years of 
age, including alignments of stone or brick, foundation elements from previous structures, minor 
earthworks, brick features, surface scatters of farming or domestic type material, and subsurface 
deposits of domestic type material (e.g., glass, ceramic, metal, etc.).  

Prehistoric artifacts that are typically found associated with sites in the area include humanly modified 
stone (chert, obsidian, basalt flakes and tools), shell, bone or other materials such as charcoal, ash and 
burned rock that can be indicative of food procurement or processing activities.  

Although unlikely, if human remains are encountered within the Project Area during construction, all 
work must stop in the immediate vicinity of the discovered remains and the County Coroner must be 
notified immediately. If the remains are suspected to be those of a prehistoric Native American, then 
the NAHC must be contacted by the Coroner so that a Most Likely Descendant (MLD) can be designated 
to provide further recommendations regarding treatment of the remains. An archaeologist should also 
be retained to evaluate the historical significance of the discovery, the potential for additional remains 
to be present, and to provide further recommendations for treatment of the resource following CEQA 
regulations and guidelines.  
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